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Authorities have issued war-
rants for four individuals from 
Yazoo County who were 
involved in a 
gunfight at 
N o r t h p a r k 
mall over the 
weekend. 

Warrants 
have been 
issued for 
James Earl 
Cole, Jr., 20, 
of Benton; 
Kyandre Rah-
keem Harris, 21, 
of Yazoo 
City; Jamari 
J a q u e z 
Brown, 24, of 
Yazoo City; 
and Jalen 
D e o n t e 
Carter, 20, of 
Yazoo City, 
according to , 
R i d g e l a n d 
Police Chief 
Brian Myers. 

“This is an ongoing investi-
gation and we will update all 
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The guardians of a student 

at Old Town Middle School 
who was allegedly molested 
by a now former teacher there 
have filed a lawsuit against 
the Madison County School 
District alleging that school 

officials attempted to cover 
up the incident. 

The suit, filed in Madison 
County Circuit Court on Aug. 
11, is against the alleged 
teacher, Marchenne Hatchett, 
46, of Madison, and the 
school district. 

Hatchett was arrested by 
Ridgeland Police for sexual 

battery following an investi-
gation conducted by school 
officials.  

The alleged incident was 
said to have occurred on Feb. 
23, at the school. He was sub-
sequently indicted by a Madi-
son County grand jury. 

MCS Director of Commu-
nications Gene Wright issued 

a statement saying district 
officials could not comment 
further. 

“The top priority of Madi-
son County Schools is the 
safety and security of our stu-
dents. In this case the district 
took immediate investigative 
action, placed the accused on 
administrative leave, and 

notified local law enforce-
ment,” the statement said. 

“The person in question is 
no longer employed by the 
district. The district cannot 
comment further on ongoing 
legal and personnel matters.” 

According to the suit, 
Hatchett was the teacher of 
the alleged victim, a 15-year-

old female who would have 
been 14 at the time of the 
alleged incident. 

On that day in February, 
Hatchett led the girl out of the 
classroom to a teacher’s 
lounge before exposing his 
genitals to her, according to 

TEACHER CHARGED WITH SEXUAL BATTERY

See school, page A9

FUTURE LEADERS
See crime, page A9

Community Partners Director Amy Cummins speaks to the first 2023 
Madison Mayor’s Youth Council meeting where students got to know 

each other and learned all about the inner workings of Community 
Partners. 

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

 
MADISON — Members of the 

Mayor’s Youth Council are looking 
forward to having a voice in the com-
munity and playing a part in the 
city’s future.  

“The Mayor’s Youth Council is a 
group of students who want to have 
their say in the community, since 
they are the future,” said Amy Cum-
mins, director of Madison Communi-
ty Partners. “This council is a good 
way for members to share experi-
ences with one another, such as 
things they have been a part of in the 
city.”  

Madison Mayor Mary Hawkins-
Butler says the Youth Council is a 
wonderful way to connect with the 
community’s future leaders.  

“We hope their participation will 
inspire them to become involved 
with their city,” Hawkins-Butler said. 
“I have said many times that local 
government is the level of govern-
ment where you can truly make a dif-
ference.” 

The Madison Mayor’s Youth 
Council was formed in 2002. Cum-
mins said the program aims to help 
members learn about every compo-
nent of the city, from meeting the 

mayor and the aldermen to observing 
Public Works, Community Develop-
ment, Parks and Recreation, and 
more.   

The council is open to sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors, and 
members must either live in Madison 
or attend a school within the city lim-
its.  

There is also an application 
process that includes questions about 
what motivates applicants to join the 
council, what programs they would 
like to see come to the community, 
and possible community service 
projects they could help coordinate, 
she said.  

Applicants must also get a letter 
of recommendation from someone 
like a youth pastor, teacher, or some-
one they’ve worked for that can attest 
their abilities. 

The MYC gathered on Aug. 8 for 
their first 2023 meeting and spent 
time getting to know each other, 
learning about Community Partners, 
and discussing upcoming projects 
they want to do for the city.  

Cummins noted one of the MYC 
projects last year was setting up 
superhero-themed scarecrows in 
front of the Red Caboose on Main 
Street last October. The council is 
currently brainstorming on what 

project they want to do this year.  
Ellis Nichols, a senior at Madison 

Central, has been with the MYC 
since his sophomore year and said 
the council has been an integral part 
of his high school experience.  

“Since my sophomore year, I have 
been able to meet with members of 
my community through MYC that 
actively contribute to the security and 
comfort of Madison,” Nichols said. 
“One of my biggest takeaways is 
truly being able to see and be a part 
of this amazing group of young lead-
ers who strive to learn and give back 
to the incredible community that 
raised them.”  

Dottie Dowe, a sophomore at 
Madison-Ridgeland Academy, is 
experiencing her first year on the 
council and hopes to learn more 
about Madison and how leadership 
makes a difference in the city.  

“I wanted to be a part of the 
Mayor’s Youth Council because this 
is a way to learn and also contribute 
to our community,” Dowe said. “The 
MYC gives opportunities to young 
people like me to make a positive 
impact right where we live.”  

Another first-year MYC member, 
Ford Stewart, is a senior at Madison 
Central and said he is looking for-
ward to learning more about local 

government.  
“The city of Madison is an excel-

lent example that can be modeled 
across the country,” he said.  

The MYC will meet every month 
until April, going along with the 
school year, and Cummins said each 
meeting will have different guest 
speakers.  

Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler is 
expected to speak at the next meet-
ing, where students will get to ask 
her questions and hear about how she 
became the mayor.  

“Members will be able to learn 
about every department in the city, 
including the police and fire depart-
ments,” Cummins said. “There are 
many aspects to learn about. Last 
year we had a girl shadow the mayor 
for the day. Students will also attend 
board meetings and volunteer at city 
events, which in turn will earn them 
points. They have to have a certain 
amount of points by the end of April 
to stay in good standing and apply for 
next year’s council. If they are sen-
iors, they can apply for a $1000 
scholarship if they have a certain 
amount of points.”  

For more information about the 
Mayor’s Youth Council, contact 
Community Partners at (601) 856-
7060.  

School district sued over alleged abuse

By JOHN LEE 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
Gluckstadt’s 36th annual 

GermanFest has been canceled 
this year due to parking con-
cerns and key players being 
absent, says Father Matthew 
Simmons at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church.  

Simmons said he eventually 
made the call to cancel the fes-
tival after concluding there 
would not be enough parking 
to accommodate everyone par-
ticipating due to Gluckstadt’s 
growth in the last year.  

He said along with the park-
ing situation, he also noted that 
people who played major roles 
in the festival’s success last 
year would not be participating 
this year.  

“We are not saying Ger-
manFest is permanently can-
celed,” Simmons said. “We’re 
going to take this year to re-
evaluate and look into things 
like a workaround for the park-
ing. I didn’t want the event this 
year to be something that 
didn’t go well for people who 
travel a long way to get here, 
and I didn’t want us to not be 
ready for everything. Next 

GermanFest 
cancelled for 
revamping

GLUCKSTADT

See festival, page A7

Madison Mayor’s Youth Council 
eager to have community voice
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The St. Andrew’s football 

team will take the field on a 
brand new turf surface com-
plete with a new Jumbotron 
this season, school officials 
say. 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
School replaced Roger W. 
Stribling Field’s natural grass 
surface with an artificial turf 
field at the school’s North 
Campus, St. Andrew’s 
spokesman Emily Gordon 

said.  
“The new field will elevate 

St. Andrew’s athletics to a 
higher standard with a surface 
that is the best product avail-
able on the market,“ Gordon 
said. 

The school looks forward 
to opening the field on Aug. 
25, at 7 p.m. when the Saints 
face off with the West Lin-
coln Bears out of 
Brookhaven. This will be 
both teams’ first full game of 
the season. 

Gordon said the school 

community will come togeth-
er to “celebrate and bless” the 
new addition with a family 
tailgate and Saints Celebra-
tion, a spirited event that rec-
ognizes all St. Andrew’s ath-
letes. 

The school will also unveil 
its new digital scoreboard and 
Jumbotron. 

Head Football Coach 
Johnny Nichols said these 
additions will make St. 
Andrew’s facilities among the 
best in the state. 

“The new turf and the new 

Jumbotron will give our St. 
Andrew’s student athletes and 
coaches, as well as our entire 
school family and communi-
ty, the opportunity to play on 
and attend games at one the 
best facilities in the area,” 
Nichols said. “It's an exciting 
time for St. Andrew's athlet-
ics.” 

The new field includes the 
latest in advanced technology 
to support safety and temper-
ature control with a surface 
that will be cooler than other 
turf fields, Gordon said.  

She said Director of Ath-
letics DeWayne Cupples and 
the school believe the turf 
will raise the quality of the 
athletic field space to equal 
that of the state-of-the-art 
Athletics and Recreation Cen-
ter, which opened in 2017. 

Cupples led a team that 
researched turf fields during 
the 2022-2023 school year to 
select the new playing sur-
face. 

In addition to the score-
board and field, the football 
team will be wearing 
Guardian Caps, a padded, 

soft-shell cover worn over the 
helmet, during all practices 
designed to absorb impact 
and reduce the risk of concus-
sion.  

Guardian, the manufactur-
er of the caps, says the caps 
can reduce impact by up to 33 
percent. Gordon said 
Guardian caps are already 
mandated by the National 
Football League for high-con-
tact positions at practices dur-
ing the 2023 season and some 
NFL teams have been requir-
ing all players to wear them, 
regardless of position.  

The caps were provided to 
St. Andrew’s by St. Andrew’s 
parents Dr. Jack Moriarity, a 
neurosurgeon, and Dr. Risa 
Moriarity, a professor of 
emergency medicine at 
UMMC. Dr. Jack Moriarity is 
a trained unaffiliated neuro-
trauma consultant (UNC) for 
the NFL.  

When Coach Nichols 
asked Dr. Moriarity for sug-
gestions on how to improve 
player safety, Moriarity 
reached out to his friend and 
colleague Dr. Allen Sills, 
chief medical officer of the 
NFL and parent of a St. 
Andrew’s graduate. Dr. Sills 
strongly recommended the 
caps for St. Andrew’s players, 
Gordon said. 
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Meet the 
Candidates 

 
The Madison County 

Journal is authorized to 
announce the following 

 candidates: 
 

Tax Collector 
C.J. Garavelli 
(Republican) 

 
District 25 State 

Senate 
J. Walter Michel 

(Republican) 
 

Paid Political

About the 
Journal 

 
Founded in 1982, the Madi-
son County Journal is local-
ly owned by Prince Media 
Group which has published 
newspapers since 1881. 
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ly serves Madison County, 
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son, Ridgeland, Canton and 
Flora. 
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St. Andrew’s adds new turf, Jumbotron

St. Andrew’s Episcopal School installed new turf and a new 
Jumbotron at their football field over the summer. They host 
their first game on the new field on Aug. 25 against the West 
Lincoln Bears.
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EDITORIALS

Evidence-backed allegations sit in full 
public view that the president allowed the 
Biden “brand” to be marketed for the 
enrichment of his family. Americans need 
a fuller accounting of these questionable 
activities before deciding whether he 
deserves a second presidential term. 

With Democrats united in an effort to 
protect the president, it falls to Republi-
cans to follow the money. The House 
Committee on Oversight and Accounta-
bility published a 19-page memorandum 
Wednesday detailing first son Hunter 
Biden’s business relationships with indi-
viduals from Ukraine, Russia and Kaza-
khstan. Those dealings, which raked in 
more than $20 million for the Bidens, 
reportedly featured liaisons with now-
President Biden while he served as vice 
president. 

President Biden‘s critics have railed 
against the shady optics of Hunter’s hir-
ing in 2014 by the Ukrainian energy 
company Burisma with an annual salary 
of $1 million, which was followed by the 
then-vice president’s threat to withhold 
$1 billion in U.S. loan guarantees for 
Ukraine unless a prosecutor investigation 
allegations of corruption at Burisma was 
fired. 

Lawmakers have produced bank 
records authenticating Hunter’s Burisma 
riches. Added to his father’s triumphant 
“Well, son of a b——. He got fired” 
recount of his strong-arm tactics for a 
Council on Foreign Relations audience, 
it’s hard to see this as effective marketing 
for the Biden brand. 

Likewise, a February 2014 wire trans-
fer of $3.5 million to Hunter from Yelena 
Baturina, the billionaire widow of former 
Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov, jumps out 
from the committee-produced bank 
records. Several months later, the elder 
Mr. Biden attended a private dinner at 
Cafe Milano in Washington where the 
wealthy woman was also a guest. 

And Hunter, the committee reported, 
met in Washington with Kazakh oligarch 
Kenes Rakishev, a close associate of 

Kazakhstan’s prime minister, in February 
2014. Two months later, Mr. Rakishev 
wired $142,300 to Hunter’s firm, which 
was used to purchase a Porsche for 
Hunter. 

In June, the Kazakh government host-
ed a business meeting with executives 
from Burisma and a Chinese state-owned 
firm. In short order, Joe Biden was pho-
tographed with the Kazakhs in Washing-
ton. 

Hunter flew high as an international 
dealmaker, but his best work — a sweet-
heart deal over tax fraud and gun charges 
back home — was shot down last month 
in a Delaware courtroom. With the 
appointment Friday of U.S. Attorney 
David Weiss as special counsel — the 
very same government attorney who 
attempted to keep him out of jail — 
Hunter could only be relieved. 

There is little expectation now that 
evidence presented by Hunter‘s former 
business partner Devon Archer would 
lead Mr. Weiss to make the case that the 
Biden progenitor’s fame was the key to 
the family’s fortune. 

As for the president, he has claimed 
that any suggestion of a connection 
between his official acts and his son’s 
business is not true. The more the coinci-
dences pile up, the less plausible the 
claims become. 

Fortunately, congressional investiga-
tors are busy tracing the distribution of 
Hunter’s millions to family bank 
accounts to see where the trail leads, and 
they already have an idea where that 
might be. 

“This is always going to end with the 
Bidens coming in front of the commit-
tee,” Oversight Committee Chairman 
James Comer told Fox Business on 
Thursday. “We are going to subpoena the 
family.” 

Americans deserve to know whether 
Joe Biden’s public office was the key to 
peddling the Biden “brand.” 

 
— The Washington Times

Answers on Biden

It’s not for nothing that the U.S. Postal 
Service has become every taxpayer’s idea 
of what inefficient, bloated government 
bureaucracies look like. Anyone who has 
stood in line at the post office for more 
than five minutes knows this to be true. 

—The Louis DeJoy, the packing and 
shipping company executive whom then-
President Donald Trump appointed post-
master general in May 2020, was sup-
posed to be the man with the skills and 
expertise to set things right. Instead, he 
appears to have become a captive of the 
organization he was brought in to save. 

A hybrid organization, the Postal Serv-
ice is a government-sponsored enterprise 
that Congress wants to operate like a pri-
vate corporation. While it does have a few 
private sector-like features, the Postal 
Service runs up annual deficits on a scale 
that would crush a real business. 

It is admittedly costly and labor-inten-
sive for the Postal Service to do what the 
law requires: provide mail and package 
delivery to almost every address in the 
United States, six days a week. 

That’s not something private sector 
competitors such as UPS and FedEx are 
required to do. 

Mr. DeJoy raised hopes and distin-
guished himself from predecessors by 
developing a workable plan to restore the 
Postal Service to financial viability over 
10 years. He even persuaded Congress to 
endorse it after a fashion because it took a 
potential federal bailout off the table. 

Unfortunately, his plans must be lost in 
a drawer somewhere in the L’Enfant Plaza 
headquarters building. The Postal Serv-
ice‘s financial performance over the last 
two years shows no sign of improvement, 
with billions in red ink accumulating quar-
ter upon quarter. 

Instead of cutting costs and generating 
efficiencies by partnering with the private 
sector wherever possible, Mr. DeJoy‘s 
course of action looks more like empire-
building. Considering that labor accounts 
for more than 70% of total Postal Service 
costs, the correct play is to allow things to 
“right-size” through attrition as the vol-
ume of mail going through the system 
continues to declines as the public uses 
text messaging and email instead of letters 
to conduct business. 

Mr. DeJoy‘s latest move converted 
125,000 postal workers to full-time status, 
which the postal chief argues will stabilize 
the workforce and save money by reduc-
ing overtime costs. Combine this with 
spending billions to construct new, possi-
bly redundant facilities, and the dream of 
true reform appears to be gone. 

Economist Ed Hudgins suggests that 
instead of stabilizing the workforce, Mr. 
DeJoy should have called it “locked in as 
a permanent expense,” given that it’s “vir-
tually impossible to lay off or fire perma-
nent unionized employees when economic 
or technological conditions change.” 

Judging by these actions, Mr. DeJoy 
has no intention of dismantling the Postal 
Service as his critics on the left have 
charged. Instead, he’s going too far in the 
other direction. Rather than take the tough 
steps needed to turn the Postal Service 
into a viable enterprise, the focus has been 
on serving the interests of the postal 
unions. 

It would be better for Mr. DeJoy to 
remember his customers are those who 
use and pay for the Postal Service, not the 
institution itself, and to find those lost 
plans that would put the organization on a 
firmer financial footing. 

— The Washington Times

Postal chief fails to deliver

BIBLE SELECTION
“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of God's creation. 

      — revelation 3:14,20 (esv)

Beach bumming ‘Bidenomics’
CHARLES HURT

You might be tempted to dis-
miss President Biden’s latest 
press mishap as just another des-
peration story in the dog days of 
summer. But the story is actual-
ly a perfect encapsulation of his 
presidency. 

Reporters gathered outside 
his palatial beach house in 
Delaware to ask Mr. Biden if he 
had anything to say about the 
rising death toll from wildfires 
in Hawaii. At deadline, 96 peo-
ple are dead. 

Staring somewhat blankly, 
Mr. Biden responded: “No. No 
comment.” 

Then he grinned and climbed 
into the back seat of his Secret 
Service Suburban. 

It is entirely possible that Mr. 
Biden did not hear the question 
or did not understand the ques-
tion. 

Certainly, no president 
would intend to so cavalierly 
dismiss the desperate suffering 
of so many Americans in such a 
major catastrophe. And then add 
a smile for a cruel exclamation 
point. 

(The White House press 
office later issued a statement 
claiming that the president was 
actually mourning with the peo-
ple of Hawaii — despite all 
appearances.) 

Let’s not forget that the pres-
idency of George W. Bush 
effectively ended in August 
2005 in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina, when Mr. Bush 
was perceived to dismiss the 
suffering of so many Americans. 

The picture of him looking 
out the window of Air Force 
One at the devastation below 
became a symbol of his sup-
posed indifference. 

This was, of course, entirely 
unfair — a figment of the dis-
honest media still angry that Mr. 
Bush had won reelection the 
previous year. 

The truth was that the Bush 
administration had done all it 

could under the circumstances, 
and Mr. Bush opted against 
landing in New Orleans because 
he did not want his arrival to 
interfere with rescue and sur-
vival operations. 

Mr. Bush was guilty only of 
putting his concern for actual 
victims ahead of a symbolic 
“photo op” for himself. For that, 
the leftist media crucified him. 

So, Mr. Biden’s August 
indifference is not without 
precedence in politics. 

And again, to be fair, it is 
entirely possible that Mr. Biden 
did not hear or comprehend the 
question. But that is precisely 
the point. 

The press had to distort and 
rip out of context the picture of 
Mr. Bush in order to blame him 
for Hurricane Katrina. The most 
devastating way to read the situ-
ation with Mr. Biden today is to 
actually put it into proper con-
text and consider it fairly. 

Mr. Biden never seems to 
have any idea what anybody is 
talking about.  

Just last week, he was asked 
by a meteorologist how to stem 
the flow of illegal immigrants 
into the country. Mr. Biden 
replied that he wanted to replace 
all the lead pipes in America, 
presumably to make our country 
more hospitable to the migrants 
streaming across the border ille-
gally. 

Or perhaps Mr. Biden did not 
want to answer the question 
about the rising death toll in 
Hawaii simply because he did 
not have an answer since he had 
not consulted his White House 
press department on what he 
should say. 

This leads to an even larger, 
graver question: Who the hell is 

running the country? If Mr. 
Biden cannot respond to a sim-
ple question about the death of 
96 people without being told 
what to say, then who is doing to 
thinking inside the White 
House? 

The whole reason we have a 
“president” and hold elections is 
so that voters know who is 
doing the thinking inside the 
White House. 

Then there are all the other 
optics involved in Mr. Biden’s 
casual “no comment” dismissal. 

It comes as Mr. Biden con-
cludes a 10-day beach vacation 
— a reminder that Mr. Biden 
has spent nearly 40% of his 
presidency on vacation. As Mr. 
Biden brushed away the ques-
tions and smiled, he was dressed 
casually in a golf shirt and black 
baseball cap. 

At least he wasn’t wearing 
his ridiculous aviator glasses. 

Such brazen laziness is never 
a good look for any president at 
any time. But it is particularly 
galling considering how many 
Americans are struggling to take 
just one week of vacation thanks 
to “Bidenomics” while their 
president takes months and 
months of vacation. 

Putting the whole scene into 
further context, Mr. Biden was 
outside his $3 million beach 
house — not to be confused 
with his million-dollar mansion 
in an exclusive suburb of Wilm-
ington. These are the kinds of 
homes normally bought up by 
titans of Wall Street, not lifelong 
politicians surviving on a gov-
ernment paycheck and a 
teacher’s salary. 

But this is our country under 
Bidenomics. 

You toil away as the bills pile 
up while President Biden 
lounges at the beach, laughing 
off the death and misery of reg-
ular Americans. 

 
Charles Hurt is the opinion edi-
tor at The Washington Times. 

Illegal immigration failure
RICH LOWRY

The public intellectual Irv-
ing Kristol famously said that 
the definition of a neoconserv-
ative is “a liberal who has 
been mugged by reality.” 

By the same token, the def-
inition of a convert to immi-
gration restrictionism is a big-
city mayor dealing with a 
surge of illegal immigration in 
his city. 

In his desperate pleas for 
federal help to deal with about 
100,000 migrants who have 
come to New York City since 
the spring of 2022, Mayor 
Eric Adams is vindicating the 
hawkish position on immigra-
tion with almost every utter-
ance.  

All that it has taken to 
explode the lazy cliches that 
have defined the progressive 
position on the issue is a 
heavy flow of illegal immigra-
tion.   

If immigration is an unal-
loyed good, this influx should 
be a boon to New York City 
and its future. Why stop at 
100,000 if the city could have 
200,000, or 300,000? If immi-
gration has no cost, why is 
New York spending $5 billion 
this year absorbing this flow? 

According to Adams, New 
York City “is being destroyed 
by the migrant crisis.”  

There you have it — immi-
gration, in and of itself, has 
the power to bring a great city 
to its knees.  

Long gone are the days 
when Adams pledged during 
his campaign to “lift up immi-
grants as high as Lady Liberty 
lifts her torch in our harbor, as 
a beacon of hope for all who 
come to our shores.” Now, he 
sounds a lot like Donald 
Trump, or a late Roman 

emperor getting undone by an 
influx of Vandals and Goths. 

New York has been active-
ly discouraging immigrants, 
or, to use the progressive line, 
“slamming the door on new 
migrants.” Flyers distributed 
by the city at the border say, 
“Housing in NYC is very 
expensive,” and no one can 
say that isn’t truth in advertis-
ing. “Please consider,” the 
message pleads, “another city 
as you make your decision 
about where to settle in the 
U.S.” 

In other words, why not try 
Philadelphia? 

What Adams is learning is 
that the key questions when it 
comes to immigration are: 
how many, from where, with 
what skills, and what will they 
do once here. 

The fact is — as border 
areas already realized — low-
skilled migrants with few con-
nections in the community 
showing up en masse consti-
tutes an intolerable fiscal and 
social burden.  

It is true that there are 
unique circumstances at play 
for Adams. Asylum seekers 
can’t work until their applica-
tions have been considered for 
six months; New York City 
has a right-to-shelter law that 
has added to the expense.  

If asylum seekers, many of 
whom are making bogus 
claims, were instantly handed 
work permits, though, it’d be 
another incentive for illegal 
immigration. And even places 

without New York’s shelter 
laws are strained by the arrival 
of the Biden-era illegal immi-
grants and have been declar-
ing states of emergency.  

The wave of migrants over 
the last couple of years aside, 
immigrants to the U.S. are 
heavily reliant on public 
resources since they tend to be 
poor and have low levels of 
education. An analysis of 
Census Bureau data by the 
Center for Immigration Stud-
ies shows that 58% of house-
holds in New York State head-
ed by immigrants use at least 
one welfare program. Even if 
illegal immigrants aren’t tech-
nically eligible for some of 
these programs, their U.S.-
born children are. And as we 
see in the current crisis, if peo-
ple show up who need hous-
ing, medical care, and educa-
tion, no one is simply going to 
say no. 

To his credit, Mayor 
Adams has been focusing 
more attention on the federal 
failures at the border, but a 
key component of the Adams 
immigration plan was block-
ing federal enforcement.  

Now, immigration enforce-
ment by the feds isn’t such a 
bad thing. What New York 
City is seeking, after all the 
rote invocations of the Statue 
of Liberty, is fewer migrants 
competing with people 
already living in the city for 
resources and attention.  

That really shouldn’t be too 
much to ask. Welcome to real-
ity, Mayor Adams. 

 
 

Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.

How Eric Adams has  
vindicated immigration 

restrictionism.

Mr. Biden never seems to 
have any idea what  

anybody is talking about.
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BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES/J. Ligon Duncan III

The son of man will judge  
(By works!)

Please turn with me in 
your Bibles to Matthew 
25:31-46. In this passage I 
see three sections, in verses 
31 through 33, you’ll see 
the context of the final judg-
ment set by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In verses 34 through 
40 you will see Jesus’ 
account of what he’s going 
to say to His people on the 
last day. And then in verses 
41 to the end of the chapter, 
you’re going to see what 
Jesus is going to say to 
those who either claim to be 
His disciples, but were not 
truly, or those who never 
claimed to be His disciples 
at all. You’re going to see 
what he says to those on His 
left. These are the three sec-
tions of the passage. I’d like 
to look at them with you. 

I. The Scene of The 
Final Judgment  

First, look at verses 31 - 
33. In this passage, Jesus 
teaches that when He comes 
again, He will come as 
Judge of all. Now this 
whole message which Jesus 
gives us has much symbolic 
language, but it is not like 
the parables that have gone 
before it. Jesus is describing 
for us what will really hap-
pen at His glorious appear-
ing. 

Jesus shows us that He is 
going to be enthroned as 
King, and He is going to 
assume the role of absolute 
judge. And we must all 
come to grips with this 
claim of deity by the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the 
nature of His second com-
ing. When He comes again, 
He is not coming in a state 
of humiliation. He will not 
come a second time as the 
suffering servant. He comes 
as the judging King of the 
world. And we must not 
miss the bluntness of Jesus’ 
claim. Jesus’ claim to divin-
ity is unmistakable here. 

I want you to understand 
that for believers this is 
going to be the ultimate 
consolation. You’re going to 
be standing there before the 
arraigned hosts of heaven, 
and the people who have 
dwelt on the earth in all of 
time, and you’re going to be 
standing for the judgment 
day; and you’re going to 
look up there and the one 
who is going to be account-
ed with the job of judging is 
going to be the one who 
loved you so much that He 
died for your sins. Then 
you’re going to breathe a 
sigh of relief, and you’re 
going to say, "This court is 
stacked. My Judge is my 
Savior." And it is going to 
be the almost incredibly 
consoling experience that 

you’ve ever experienced. 
But for the unbeliever, it is 
going to be the most terrify-
ing day in their life. And 
suddenly they are looking 
up there, and the one who is 
the judge is the one who 
they are indifferent to. And 
the terrifying thought is 
going to cross their mind. 
“I’m in trouble.” And it’s 
going to be too late. 

You see that last day we 
stand, and we see the Lord 
Jesus as Judge. Well, believ-
er, what a consolation that is 
going to be. For everyone 
who is not embraced, what 
a consternation that is going 
to be, an eternal consterna-
tion. For the Lord Jesus sets 
before us the grand truth, 
and we must come to grips 
with it. We cannot trifle 
with it. We cannot be on the 
fence about this. We are 
either for it, or we are 
against. We either embrace 
it, or we don’t. It’s that sim-
ple. 

II. Jesus Describes the 
Judgment of the Right-
eous  

And so, Jesus goes on to 
say what He’s going to say 
to His comforted disciples 
on those last days. You see 
it in verses 34 - 40, as He 
describes His judgment of 
the righteous. And then he 
says, interestingly, that their 
kindness to persecuted mes-
sengers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the evidence of 
true love for Christ. They 
will be judged according to 
their neighbor love for 
Christians in need. Now 
note this passage does not 
speak of salvation by 
works. God favors these 
people before the founda-
tion of the world, before 
they existed, and, therefore, 
before they’ve done any 
work. So, salvation can’t be 
based on their work.  

These people simply 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and because they love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, because 
the Lord Jesus loved them, 
they love His people. And, 
they have lived lives of 
neighbor love toward Chris-
tians in need because they 
love the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This passage emphasizes 
that Christian love towards 
Christians is the measure 
and evidence of true love 
for Christ, and hence salva-
tion. And more specifically, 
this passage says that love 
for Christians who are in a 
special need is a measure of 
our love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. By the way in pass-
ing, this passage does not 
teach that by caring for the 
poor we earn salvation. 
There are lots of people out 

there who’d like to tell us 
that. Build a house for the 
poor, give money to the 
poor, go get saved. But in 
this passage, He’s not talk-
ing about generic care for 
the poor. Jesus is talking 
about caring for persecuted 
messengers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and for lonely 
Christians. In other words, 
He’s saying to Christians, 
the way you relate to Chris-
tians in need is going to be 
the basis on which I show 
the evidence of your true 
love for Me.  

III. Jesus Describes the 
Judgement of the Wicked  

And then Jesus speaks to 
those on His left. On the left 
are those who are false 
believers, those who are 
unbelievers. They are com-
manded to depart from 
God’s presence. They didn’t 
want God’s presence in life, 
they didn’t want to fellow-
ship with Him forever. 
Depart from Me. Secondly, 
they are sent to the same 
place of punishment created 
by God for the devil and his 
fallen angels. It shows us a 
picture of just how serious 
God takes sin. 

Some people might say, 
“I never outright denied the 
deity of Christ, I never 
denied Christian doctrine.” 
It doesn’t matter. You did 
not love the brethren. The 
Lord Jesus is showing just 
how serious it is not to love 
the brethren. Isn’t it inter-
esting that what He is 
accusing them of in the pas-
sage is not the sin of com-
mission, it’s the sin of omis-
sion. He's not saying, on last 
day, I’m really going to nail 
to the wall all those people 
who have done super, horri-
ble crimes. He says, “Those 
will be judged and con-
demned and cast out, who 
do not love the brethren, the 
least of these, my brethren.” 
And notice they are con-
demned because of what 
they failed to do as much as 
for what they did wrong. 
We must note that sins of 
omission are highlighted in 
the condemnation of those 
on Jesus’ left. They failed to 
love lowly and needy Chris-
tians, and hence, they show 
that in fact they did not love 
Jesus Christ. May we be 
those who truly love the 
Lord Jesus, and love His 
people.

 
The Rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 
III is Chancellor and CEO of 
Reformed Theological Semi-
nary. He can be reached at 601-
923-1600 or by email at 
jhyde@rts.edu.

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
GLUCKSTADT — A 

Southaven man was arrested 
Friday for stealing a trailer at a 
business here, Gluckstadt police 
said. 

The man, Rodney Duke 
Spencer, 20, was arrested and 
charged with larceny. 

Spencer was picked up in 
Southaven on Friday, Aug. 11, 
and was picked up Monday 
from the Desoto County Deten-
tion Center by GPD, Assistant 

Police Chief Barry 
Hale said.  

“Thank you for all 
the hard work by our 
officers and detectives 
for getting this subject 
identified and to the 
Southaven Police 
Department for help in 
capturing Mr. 
Spencer,” Hale said. 

He had his initial 
appearance on Wednes-
day morning and was given a 
$30,000 bond on the charge of 
grand larceny. 

Spencer remains in 
custody in the Madison 
County Detention Cen-
ter. 

On July 2, Spencer 
allegedly took a trailer 
loaded with detailing 
equipment from 396 
Business Park Drive 
after the fence it was 

stored behind was dam-
aged, Hale said.  

“The investigation is 
ongoing at this time with more 
suspects to be identified in the 
future,” Hale said.

Man arrested for stealing trailer

Rodney 
Spencer

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
PROPOSED BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX 

LEVIES FOR THE UPCOMING FISCAL 
YEAR FOR  

MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 
 
The Madison County Board of Supervisors will 
hold a public hearing on its proposed budget and 
proposed tax levies for fiscal year 2024 on Sep-
tember 5, 2023, 9:00 a.m. in the Board Room of 
the Chancery/Administrative Office Complex, 125 
West North Street, Canton, Mississippi. 
 
The Madison County Board of Supervisors, exclu-
sive of the Madison County School District, is 
now operating with projected total budget revenue 
of $150,160,796.16.  Of that amount, 41.6 percent 
or $62,498,075.16 is proposed to be financed 
through a total ad valorem tax levy. For next fiscal 
year, the proposed budget has total projected rev-
enue of $198,547,064.24.  Of that amount, 33.6 
percent or $66,672,054.36 is proposed to be 
financed through a total ad valorem tax levy. 
 
The Madison County Board of Supervisors, inclu-
sive of the Madison County School District, is 
now operating with projected total budget revenue 
of $346,834,302.57.  Of that amount, 43.9 percent 
or $152,454,689.16 is proposed to be financed 
through a total ad valorem tax levy. For next fiscal 
year, the proposed budget has total projected rev-
enue of $389,207,823.22. Of that amount, 37.5 
percent or $145,943,721.48 is proposed to be 
financed through a total ad valorem tax levy. 
 
For next fiscal year, the Madison County Board of 
Supervisors plans to not increase your ad valorem 
tax millage rate, for property outside of the South-
west Madison Fire Protection District 
 
For next fiscal year, the Madison County Board of 
Supervisors plans to increase your ad valorem tax 
millage rate in the Southwest Madison Fire Pro-
tection District by 2.0 mills, a total increase of 
$37,261, in additional ad valorem tax collections.  
This increase means that you will pay more in ad 
valorem taxes on your real property. 
 
A millage rate of 36.13 mills will produce the 
same amount of revenue from ad valorem taxes as 
was collected in the 2023 fiscal year.  The millage 
rate for the 2023 fiscal year was 38.13. 
 
The decision to not increase the ad valorem tax 
millage rate for fiscal year 2024 above the current 
fiscal year’s ad valorem tax millage rate means 
you will not pay more in ad valorem taxes on 
your home, automobile tag, utilities, business fix-
tures and equipment and rental property outside of 
the Southwest Madison County Fire Protection 
District, unless the assessed value of your proper-
ty has increased for fiscal year 2023. 
 
Any citizen of Madison County, Mississippi is 
invited to attend this public hearing on the pro-
posed budget and tax levies for fiscal year 2024 
and will be allowed to speak for a reasonable 
amount of time and offer tangible evidence before 
any vote is taken. 
 
Witness the signature of said Board of Supervi-
sors, this the 7th day of August 2023. 
 
The Madison County Board of Supervisors 
/s/ 
Gerald Steen, District 3 
Board President
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MAD-
ISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
GAIL BOWEN BENSCOTTER FORE, 
DECEASED  CIVIL ACTION FILE NO. 
2022.770 B

MAX EDWIN BENOIST, JR.      PETI-
TIONER

VS.

THE KNOW AND UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW OF GAIL BOWEN BENSCOT-
TER FORE, DECEASED

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO:  THE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AT LAW OF GAIL BOWEN 
BENSCOTTER FORE, DECEASED, 
WHOSE POST OFFICE AND STREET 
ADDRESS, AFTER DIILGENT 
SEARCH AND INQUIRY REMAIN UN-
KNOWN.

You have ben made Respondents in 

-

-

-

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: GURSAHIB SINGH, A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-687
SEWA SINGH , PETITIONER
RULE 81 SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      HAWINDER SINGH
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

You have been made a Respondent 

.
YOU ARE SUMMONED

1:30 
PM on the 10th October 2023 

Chancery 
Court of Madison County
at 146 W Center Street, Canton, Mis-
sissippi 39046, Honorable 
Judge James C. Walker, Chancel-
lor

.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARY ALICE 
JONES WILLIAMS, DECEASED
COREY WILLIAMS, PETITIONER                          
NO. 23-744 B

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

/s/ John R .Reeves

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MAD-
ISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE LAST WILL 
AND TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH
FRANCIS HOLLIER, DECEASED    

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
-

-

Public 
Notices

-

/s/ Susan Hollier McMichael
-

PUBLISHED:

SAMUEL H. WILLIFORD, MSB 

-
BUS & WHITE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

SOLICITOR

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO LEVY 
A TWO (2) MIL INCREASE FOR THE 
PURPOSES OF PROVIDING FIRE 
PROTECTION AND FOR THE OP-
ERATION, SUPPORT AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF THE NEWLY ENLARGED 
SOUTH-WEST MADISON COUNTY 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

-

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in 
-

-

-

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that this 

-

MOTION TO APPROVE THE RES-
OLUTION OF INTENT TO LEVY A 
TWO-MIL INCREASE TO SUPPORT 
THE OPERATIONS OF THE NEWLY 
ENLARGED JURISDICTION OF THE 
SOUTH-WEST MADISON COUNTY 
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT was 

-

RESOLUTION OF INTENT was AP-

AYE

AYE

AYE

AYE

AYE

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

NAVIDAD IBARRA CAMPOS
PETITIONER
VERSUS

ALEJANDRO AMBRIZ CRUZ
MISSISSIPPI BOARD OF VITAL STAT-
ICS                                                          RE SPONDENT                                                                                                                                         
           
RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION

NAVIDAD IBARRA CAMPOS                                             
TO: ALEJANDRO AMBRIZ CRUZ
Whereabouts unknown

You have been made a Respondent in 
NAVIDAD 

IBARRA CAMPOS -

YOU ARE SUMMONED

at 9:00 AM on the 28 th Sep-
tember 2023,
Chancery Court of Madison County 

146 W 
Center Street, Canton, MS 39046 

Public 
Notices

-

RONNY LOTT, MADISON COUNTY
CHANCERY CLERK, CANTON, MS

:                                       D.C.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: MEHTAB SINGH, A MINOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-686
SEWA SINGH, PETITIONER
RULE 81 SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      HAWINDER SINGH
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

You have been made a Respondent 

.
YOU ARE SUMMONED

1:00 
PM on the 10th October 2023 

Chancery 
Court of Madison County
at 146 W Center Street, Canton, Mis-
sissippi 39046, Honorable 
Judge James C. Walker, Chancel-
lor

.

LLC.

-

-

2003 HONDA CIVIC
VIN# 1HGEM22903 L033926
2018 DODGE JOURNEY
VIN# 3C4PDCEG7J T381246
2004 NISSAN ALTIMA
VIN# 1N4BL11D14 C182583
2002 BUICK LESABRE
VIN# 1G4HP54K42 U219378

AUGUST 31 , 2023

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ENLARG-
ING,
EXTENDING AND DEFINING THE
CORPORATE LIMITS AND
BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF
GLUCKSTADT, MADISON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI

CAUSE NO. 45CH1:23-c v-00726

CITY OF GLUCKSTADT, MISSISSIP-
PI
PETITIONER
V.
CITY OF MADISON, MISSISSIPPI
CITY OF CANTON, 
MISSISSIPPI   
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE COM-
PLAINT IN THE NATURE OF A PETI-
TION FOR RATIFICATI ON, APPROV-
AL AND CONFIRMATION
OF AN ORDINANCE ENLARGING, 
EXTENDING AND DEFINING
THE CORPORATE LIMITS AND 
BOUNDARIES
OF THE CITY OF GLUCKSTADT, 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

TO ALL PARTIES INTERESTED IN, 
AFFECTED BY OR HAVING OBJEC-
TIONS TO, OR BEING AGGRIEVED 
BY THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 
ORDINANCE:

-
-

-

-
-

-
-

Public 
Notices

-
-

-

-

-
-

-
-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Mississippi, to-wit:

CITY OF GLUCKSTADT
PROPOSED CORPORATE LIMITS
2023 ANNEXATION AREA

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

CITY OF GLUCKSTADT
EXISTING CORPORATE LIMITS 
WITH
PROPOSED ANNEXATION AREA

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-
-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Public 
Notices

See leGals, page A7



By DUNCAN DENT 
john@onlinemadison.com 

  
RIDGELAND — Police are 

continuing their search for a 
33-year-old man reported miss-
ing here in May. 

The man, Jason Joseph 
Alexander, is described as a 
white male, about 5’11” tall, 
weighing about 150 pounds, 
according to Lt. Brett Bertucci, 
Criminal Investigations Divi-
sion Commander with the 
Ridgeland Police Department.  

“Family members say he 
suffers from a medical condi-
tion that may impair his judg-
ment,” Bertuccis said. 

Alexander is believed to be 
in the Jackson metro area but 
has ties to Florida, Bertucci 
said. He was last seen in a 2016 
black Hyundai Elantra with 

Mississippi 
tag MAL 
8126. 

Bertucci 
said he has a 
tattoo on his 
right wrist 
with the 
phrase “I 
love you.” 

Anyone 
with any 
information 

as to the whereabouts of Jason 
Joseph Alexander is asked to 
contact the Criminal Investiga-
tion Division of the Ridgeland 
Police Department at (601) 
856-5210 or Central Mississip-
pi Crime Stoppers at 601-355-
TIPS (8477) or www.centralm-
scrimestoppers.com to be eligi-
ble for a reward.

Search continues for 
man missing since May

Jason  
Alexander
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year, we’ll have more time to 
identify people in key roles for 
GermanFest and figure out the 
parking situation.”  

Simmons said he and the 
rest of the people at St. Joseph 
are thankful for the support of 
the festival in past years from 
the general population.  

“We’re hopeful we can 
bring GermanFest back next 
year,” he said. “A lot of people 
involved have a long history 
here and have a lot of expertise. 
We’re all open to ideas on how 

we can make this work.”  
Church member Kerry Min-

ninger said in a Facebook post 
on Monday that sauerkraut, a 
staple at GermanFest every 
year, will still be available and 
to expect more information 
soon.   

“We would like to thank 
everyone who has supported 
our GermanFest over the past 
30 years,” Minninger said. 
“Due to the tremendous growth 
in the City of Gluckstadt, we 
decided to take a year off in 
order to evaluate how we can 
update our festival and share 
our heritage with the surround-
ing community.”  

For more information, call 
St. Joseph Catholic Church at 
(601) 856-2054. 

Festival 
Continued from page A1

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

  
The Mississippi Book Festi-

val is excited to welcome liter-
ature lovers of all ages to its 9th 
annual “literary lawn party” 
this Saturday, August 19th. A 
day filled with author panel dis-
cussions, live music, food, art, 
and activities for all ages, this 
free event located on the State 
Capitol grounds in Downtown 
Jackson will offer something 
for everyone to enjoy. 

Many acclaimed authors 
will be in attendance this week-
end including Lois Lowry, 
Richard Ford, Richard Russo, 
James McBride, Ann Patchett, 
and Harrison Scott Key. Lowry, 
a two-time Newbery Medal 
recipient for her works Number 
the Stars and The Giver joins 

the festival in conversation with 
Margaret McMullan to discuss 
Lowry’s new book The Winde-
by Puzzle. 

From poetic prose to pulse-
pounding page-turners, the day 
will be filled with incredible 
discussions spanning the entire 
literary landscape. Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author Richard 
Ford will join us in conversa-
tion with Mississippi Book Fes-
tival founding director Holly 
Lange about his latest release, 
Be Mine. Also in attendance 
will be acclaimed history 
authors Jeff Shaara and Simon 
Winchester to discuss their lat-
est releases, The Old Lion: A 
Novel of Theodore Roosevelt 
and Knowing What We Know 
respectively. National Book 
Award-winner James McBride 
joins us in conversation with 

book fest alum and Jackson-
native Kiese Laymon about 
McBride’s latest novel, The 
Heaven and Earth Grocery 
Store. 

There will be plenty of 
activities for children and 
young adult readers as well. 
Comic book lovers will be 
excited for this year’s KidNote 
speaker, New York Times #1 
Bestselling novelist and poet 
Jason Reynolds, with his latest, 

Miles Morales Suspended: A 
Spiderman Novel. 2023 Miss 
Mississippi Vivian O’Neal will 
be at the Kids Tent helping chil-
dren do a crown craft at 9:45 
a.m. and reading her book, Josi-
ah’s Big Day, at 10:45 a.m. 
Young Adult readers are invited 
to attend the panel featuring 
Jerry Craft, Janae Marks, and 
Doan Phuong Nguyen. The fes-
tival will also feature activities 
such as Story Time in the Kids 

Tent, MPB Kids Club, Rocky’s 
House, and more! 

Book lovers across the state 
and beyond won’t want to miss 
this one-of-a-kind event to col-
lectively celebrate the magic 
and wonder of books. “We are 
thrilled to have everyone out for 
the 9th Annual Book Festival 
this weekend,” said Executive 
Director Ellen Daniels. “Each 
year has managed to be even 
more exciting and memorable 

than the last, and it is the sup-
port from our community, 
sponsors, and volunteers who 
make it so. We have worked on 
this event for an entire year and 
can’t wait to celebrate with 
everyone this weekend!” 

The Mississippi Book Festi-
val is free and open to the pub-
lic. For more information on 
this year’s festival, visit 
msbookfestival.com.

Mississippi Book Festival this Saturday at Capitol
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Public 
Notices

RONNY LOTT,
MADISON COUNTY CHANCERY 
CLERK

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
CHRISTINE C. WATSON-LEE, DE-

SUMMONS STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTY OF MADISON TO: THE UN-
KNOWN HEIRS-AT-LAW CHRISTINE 
C. WATSON-LEE, DECEASED You 

-

-

-

-

-

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN RE: KARANDEEP SINGH , A MI-
NOR
CAUSE NO.: 23-688B
PALWINDER SINGH, PETITIONER

RULE 81 SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:     JAGDEEP SINGH
ADDRESS UNKNOWN

NOTICE TO PARTY OF INTEREST

THE COMPLAINT WHICH IS AT-
TACHED TO THIS SUMMONS IS 
IMPORTANT AND YOU MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR RIGHTS.

YOU ARE SUMMONED
9:00 

AM on the 5th September 2023 
Chancery 

Court of Madison County
at 146 W Center Street, Canton, Mis-
sissippi 39046

Petition.

.

June

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
LAWRENCE CHARLES TRUSS                                                     
CAUSE NO. 2022-00139

RULE 81 SUMMONS BY PUBLICA-
TION

THE MOTION TO DETERMINE HEIRS 
WHICH IS ATTACHED TO THIS SUM-
MONS IS IMPORTANT AND YOU 
MUST TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS.

-

RONNY LOTT, CHANCERY CLERK
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

RITA CARPENTER 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF
MADISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
SALLY HUBBARD TOWNS,
DECEASED 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-

Public 
Notices

COURTNEY ELDER LAW ASSOCI-
ATES

LEGAL NOTICE
MADISON, MISSISSIPPI
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES
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Area Churches

Resist the devil and follow Jesus
Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

In Daniel chapter seven, we are given 
vivid images of the kingdoms of men and 
the kingdom of God. There are great con-
trasts made to shape our understanding. The 
kingdoms of men are depicted as various 
beasts to convey the dark side of human 
government. The “little horn” in verse 8 
points ahead to the anti-Christ, who will 
lead the last, most terrible kingdom on earth. 

The last beast will be characterized by 
blasphemy and persecution of the saints of 
the Most High (verses 21 and 25). The 
visions teach us that the beast, though terri-
ble, has a sudden, permanent end when God 
issues judgment from His throne (verses 10-
11). Conversely, we are also taught that the 
saints, though having to endure suffering on 
earth, will inherit the kingdom of God forev-
er (verse 18). 

These truths emphasize the need we have 
for faith. It is helpful to have a summary of 
the contrasts between the anti-Christ and 
Christ our Lord. The vanity of the anti-
Christ is emphasized: he had “a mouth 
speaking great things” (verse 8), and “he 
shall speak words against the Most High” 
(verse 25). Daniel’s attention in verse 11 is 
drawn to the “sound of great words.” Anti-
Christ is full of boasts. 

Christ, on the other hand, was a pattern of 
humility before God, though He was in very 
nature God. Jesus, though He was rich, 
became poor that we by His poverty may 
become rich. He took the form of a servant. 
He told His people to “learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart.” As His sheep, we 
are to follow our Lord in this way.  

The anti-Christ also has a spirit of decep-
tion. He will “think to change the times and 
the law” (verse 25). He is a liar, but a very 
effective one. The devil comes as an angel 
of light. He would change the word of God 
and the very nature of things God made.  

The Lord Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life. He came to testify to the truth and 
fulfill the law of God. Believing in Christ 
sets us free from the bondage of sin, death, 
and the power of the devil. Those deceived 
by the devil seek their hopes in this world. 
Christians are deceived when they forget 
their hopes are built on a crucified Christ 
and hopes fulfilled by a glorified Christ. 

These two considerations, crucified with 

Christ in this world and glorified with Christ 
in the next, keep a Christian pure in heart 
and lively in his service to Christ. We follow 
the pattern of the anti-Christ when we 
detract from Christ’s glory for our own. We 
have nothing we haven’t received from God. 
There is no grace we have merited or 
deserved. God has lavishly blessed us with 
all that we have in spirit and truth. Our boast 
is in God alone.  

The greatness of Christ is contrasted with 
the evil of the anti-Christ. Daniel saw, “with 
the clouds of heaven there came one like the 
Son of Man” (verse 13). Clouds point to the 
majesty of God (Psalm 97). When He was 
on trial, Jesus testified that He would return 
to earth one day in the clouds (Matthew 26). 
Daniel 7 looks to Christ’s ascension into 
heaven in the clouds after He rose from the 
dead. 

The anti-Christ would have dominion 
over all and he “devours the whole earth” 
(Daniel 7: 23) for a short time. His rule is an 
evil one.  Then his dominion is taken away, 
and he is destroyed (verse 26). Christ’s 
Kingdom is forever and it shall be given to 
the saints of the Most High (verse 27). 

The spirit of anti-Christ deceives men 
because the power of sin would persuade us 
it is good to be free from God’s reign over 
us. Men resist God’s sovereignty over them. 
But Christ came to make peace between 
God and man, and to teach us all good 
comes from God. Conversely, all evil comes 
from resisting God. So we must resist the 
devil and follow the Lord Jesus. 

All those who are not in Christ have the 
same destiny as the anti-Christ. The images 
in Daniel 7 are a warning and an appeal 
from God. If you don’t know Christ you are 
running out of time. Now is the time to call 
upon Him. “The court sat in judgment” 
(verse 10) are awakening words. 

If you know Christ, remember that you 
can’t live a fruitful life for Christ simply 
with the thought of avoiding judgment. We 
serve that which we love. The passage is a 
call to grasp ahold of Christ, see how great a 
Savior He is, and how blessed it is to follow 
Him. It is good to make this present world a 
pilgrimage to being welcomed by Christ into 
His kingdom.

CAREGIVERS/NURSES
ALL AGES • 2-24 HOURS A DAY

PCNURSING.COM 601.977.8484

Danny S. Prestel, DVM
601-859-2703

3114 South Liberty (Old Hwy 51 S), Canton

102 JACKSON, STREET
FLORA • MISSISSIPPI 39071

WWW.FBCFLORA.ORG

601.879.8022

Funeral Home, Cemetery, Crematory,
Mausoleum, Pet Columbarium,

Memorials & Cremation Benches

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Stop by anytime for a tour!
Pre-Need Financing Available!

Locally Owned & Operated!

601-898-8565

P.O. Box 1310
11748 Hwy 35

Kosciusko, MS 39090
662.289.4111

P.O. Box 71
3434 N. Liberty St.
Canton, MS 39046

601.859.2031
culpepperfuneralhome.com

114 CENTRE ST. • RIDGELAND, MS 39157

601-991-9663
www.HondaCarShop.net • Maintenance & Repair • We do it all!

HONDA • ACURA • LEXUS • TOYOTA

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE & 24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE
Ridgeland • 601-856-0700
Lakeland • 601-939-9700

Richland • 601-664-9770
South • 601-372-0042

Gluckstadt • 601-499-1700

MORTGAGE
Licsense #46249

Mississippi Licenses Mortgage Company
7738A Old Canton Road, Madison, MS 3991

DAN D’AMICO Licsense #46776  |  VICKIE GRAVES Licenses #46774
P: 601.607.4730  |  F: 601.607.4727  | amsmort.com

Preserve the
Trees

Atlas Foundation Repair

Thru Greater Depths
601.853.8700

SuperTalk 97.3FM
Saturday • 10:00AM

Mississippi’s leading resource for office products
and business communications solutions.

5442 Executive Plaza
Jackson, MS 39206

Copier and Printing
Mailing and Shipping

601.362.9192
WWW.ABSMS.COM

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 corinthians 5:17 (esv)

“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a 

day may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (esv)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (esv)

“Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 

— 1 corinthians 16:14 (esv)

“Commit your work to the 
Lord, 

and your plans will be  
established.” 

— Proverbs 16:3 (esv)

1536 East County Line Road • 601-956-1030
Thomas “Tico” Hoffman

112 BUSINESS PARK DR.  •  RIDGELAND, MS 39157
OFFICE: 601.977.9990  •  FAX: 601.977.8838

LARRY STACY  /  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SPECIAL MILLWORK

230 Hwy 51 North
Ridgeland, MS 39157

601-206-8880
gotgear.com

BAPTIST 
BROADMOOR BAPTIST  
1531 Highland Colony Pkwy., Madison 
601-898-2345 
BUCK HORN BAPTIST  
2193 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Canton 859-7039  
CALVARY BAPTIST  
441 Washington St., Canton 859-7431  
CANTON BIBLE BAPTIST  
815 Dr Martin Luther King Dr. N. 
Canton 859-2003  
CENTER TERRACE BAPTIST  
605 E. Peace St., Canton , 859-4186  
CHURCH OF THE HIGHLANDS 
670 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST Northpark 
Dr., Ridgeland 
COUNTY LINE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
109 Lula Baptist Church Rd. 
Flora 879-8404  
DAMASCUS BAPTIST  
3964 Hwy. 22, Flora 662-746-5938.  
FAIRVIEW MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1278 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 605-2090  
FARMHAVEN BAPTIST  
420 Pat Luckett, Canton 859-7238  
FEARNS CHAPEL   
FREEWILL BAPTIST  
Old Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3525  
FIRST BAPTIST  
3316 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-3172  
FIRST BAPTIST OF FLORA  
102 Jackson St., Flora 879-8022  
FIRST BAPTIST OF MADISON  
2100 Main St., Madison 856-6177  
FIRST BAPTIST OF RIDGELAND  
302 W. Jackson St., 856-8724  
FIRST STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
459 Third Ave., Canton 859-7911  
FRANKLIN BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22 W., Flora 879-3415  
GOOD HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1828 Cox Ferry Rd., Flora 879-3913  
GRACE CROSSING BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
598 Yandell Road, 601-427-0163 
GREATER RICHMOND  
GROVE BAPTIST  
Complex Rd., 856-2209  
GREATER ROSS CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-8778  
GREATER ST. MATTHEW   
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
3796 N. Liberty St., Canton 855-0240  
HARVEY CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST  
242 Ragsdale Rd., Canton 859-8811  
HIGHLAND COLONY BAPTIST  
Jay Richardson, Pastor 
1200 Highland Colony Pkwy. 856-4031  
HUMBLE JERUSALEM BAPTIST  
420 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-0654  
JONES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3447  

LIBERTY BAPTIST  
815 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-6407  
LIVINGSTON MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
Livingston Church Rd., Flora 879-3400  
MADISON COUNTY BAPTIST   
FAMILY LIFE CENTER  
349 N. Canal St., Canton 859-9132  
MAGNOLIA HEIGHTS BAPTIST  
206 Pine St., Flora 879-8122  
MARY GROVE BAPTIST  
Rankin Rd., Canton 859-5771  
MARY MAGDALENE BAPTIST  
1457 Loring Rd., Canton 859-2448  
MOUNT ABLE BAPTIST  
Hwy. 43 S., Canton 859-3511  
MOUNT LEVI BAPTIST  
1008 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-8720  
MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-5862  
MOUNT ZION BAPTIST  
514 W. North St., Canton 859-2453  
MOUNT ZION COBBVILLE BAPTIST  
4206 Hwy. 51, Canton 859-5692  
MT. CENTER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
468 Robinson Springs Rd.  
Flora 879-3117  
MT. ELAM MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
306 Mt. Elam Rd., Flora 879-9094  
MT. HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
201 Patrick Rd., Canton 855-0052  
MT. LEVI BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22, Canton 859-8720  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1397 Way Rd., Canton 859-1133  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
111 Mt. Olive Church Rd.,   
Madison 853-3100  
MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
793 Pisgah Bottom Rd. 
Canton 859-4329  
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST  
101 James Ave., Canton 859-2829  
NEW BIRTH FELLOWSHIP  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
837 Old Agency Rd., Madison 856-5279  
NEW LIFE BAPTIST 
 385 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 856-8722  
NEW TRUELIGHT BAPTIST  
363 John Day Rd., Canton 859-5237  
OLD RICE ROAD BAPTIST  
82 Old Rice Rd., Madison 853-7500  
OLD TRUELIGHT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
128 Summerlin Rd., Canton 859-3555  
PILGRIM REST BAPTIST  
239 Crawford St., Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
701 Hwy. 43, Canton 859-6716  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
852 Madison Ave. #A, Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
409 Main, Madison 856-2609  
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  
249 Pine Grove Rd., Canton 855-2060  
PLEASANT GIFT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
2055 Pleasant Gift Rd., Canton 859-3004  
PLEASANT GREEN BAPTIST  
3920 Hwy. 43 N., Canton 859-5186  
PLEASANT GROVE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2184 Hwy. 22, Canton 859-5101  
PRIESTLEY CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Virlilia Rd., Canton 859-8449  
RIDGECREST BAPTIST  
7469 Old Canton Rd., Madison 853-1090  
RIDLEY HILL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1034 N. Livingston Rd.,  
Madison 853-1068  
RISING CHAPEL BAPTIST  
127 Rising Chapel Rd., Canton 859-4393  
ROCKY HILL BAPTIST  
390 County Barn Rd., Madison 856-0759  
SHADY GROVE BAPTIST  
168 Shady Grove Rd., Flora 879-3380  
SHARON COMMUNITY BAPTIST  
114 Church St., Canton 859-5656  
SIMMONS MEMORIAL BAPTIST  
118 Memorial Rd., Flora 879-8105 
SIMON HILL BAPTIST  
139 W. Ridgeland Ave., 853-2669  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
323 Livingston Vernon Rd. 
Flora 879-9110  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Hwy. 49 S., Flora 879-8185  
SOUTH LIBERTY BAPTIST  
531 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-1279  
SOUTHERN HILLS  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1419 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-3523  
ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
814 Old Yazoo City Rd. 
Canton 859-3001  
ST. PETER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2300 Stump Bridge Road 
Camden, MS 
STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
902 Stokes Rd., Flora 879-3826  
TRACE RIDGE BAPTIST  
238 Lake Harbour Dr. 898-2003  
TWIN LAKES BAPTIST  
673 Lake Cavalier Rd. 
Madison 856-2305  
UNION HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
4549 Hwy. 22, Flora 879-9060  
VICTORY BAPTIST  
420 Hoy Rd., Madison 856-4260  
WILSON GROVE BAPTIST  
Cox Ferry Rd. NE, Flora 879-8602  
WOODMAN HILL MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST 
 468 Kearney Park Rd., Flora 879-83470 
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CenterPoint Energy is a strong supporter of economic

contractors to bid on jobs.
Hire Mississippi invites resident

economic growth.

CenterPoint Energy
supports Mississippi
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Register your business today!

procurement procedures.
processes, invoicing and payment schedules, and other
qualification and insurance requirements, bid and contracting

. From there, you can learn more about CenterPoint EneHireMS
.com/CenterPointEnergyCenterPoint Energy should register at 

Any resident contractor interested in doing business with

join our Hire Mississippi bidding list.
requirements to become a CenterPoint Energy contractor and

, existing and MWBE – to contact us about ouw,contractors – new

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

  

 
 

  
 

©

 
  

 

  
 

 
  

  

 
 

  
 

©2021 CenterPoint Energy  210726-14

CITY OF RIDGELAND
BUDGET OF ESTIMATED REVENUES & EXPENDITURES
For Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2023

FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023
ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED
BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

REVENUES

Taxes 5,179,336$              5,179,336$              
Licenses and permits 1,743,273                1,743,273                
Intergovernmental revenues 17,742,619              17,754,219              500,000$                 1,115,370$                2,535,000$              1,535,000$               
Charges for governmental services 970,534                   970,534                   
Fines and fees 617,881                   622,142                   
Miscellaneous 251,756                   278,461                   12,158                      
Transfers in 911,829                   911,829                   500,000$                   700,000$                   57,284                      

  Total Revenue 27,417,228              27,459,794              -                                500,000                     -                                 700,000                     500,000                   1,115,370                  2,535,000                1,604,442                 

Balance at Beginning of the Year 24,983,816              24,983,816              470,685$                  470,685                     -                                 -                                  (29,180)                    (29,180)                      1,565,796                1,565,796                 

Total Available Cash and Anticipated
     Revenue from All Sources 52,401,044$            52,443,610$           470,685$                  970,685$                   -$                               700,000$                   470,820$                 1,086,190$                4,100,796$              3,170,238$               

EXPENDITURES
Judicial
     Personnel 672,434$                 672,434$                 
     Supplies 10,521                     10,521                     
     Services 57,562                     57,562                     
          Total Judicial 740,517                   740,517                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Mayor & Board
     Personnel 466,073                   466,073                   
     Supplies 2,875                       2,875                       
     Services 161,083                   161,083                   
          Total Mayor & Board 630,031                   630,031                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Financial Administration
     Personnel 878,685                   878,685                   
     Supplies 9,115                       9,115                       
     Services 175,882                   175,882                   
          Total Financial Administration 1,063,682                1,063,682                -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
MIS
     Supplies 2,600                       2,600                       
     Services 46,550                     92,988                     
     Capital 5,000                       5,000                       
          Total MIS 54,150                     100,588                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Legal
     Services 340,000                   340,000                   
Human Resources
     Supplies 150                           150                          
     Services 21,953                     21,953                     
          Total Human Resources 22,103                     22,103                     -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
General Government Building
     Personnel 61,826                     61,826                     
     Supplies 7,800                       7,800                       
     Services 580,101                   580,101                   
          Total General Government Building 649,727                   649,727                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            

CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS
HWY 51/LAKE HARB DR INTERSECTION

GENERAL FUND
LAKE HARBOUR DRIVE EXTENSION LAKE HARBOUR OVERLAY RIDGEWOOD ROAD DRAINAGE

FY2022 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023
ACTUAL PLUS APPROVED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED

ESTIMATED BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET
EXPENDITURES (Cont'd)
Community Promotion
     Supplies 750$                        750$                        
     Services 140,102                   140,102                   
     Capital 3,200                       3,200                       
          Total Community Promotion 144,052                   144,052                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Engineering
     Services 2,500                       48,000                     
Community Development
     Personnel 886,273                   886,273                   
     Supplies 25,850                     25,850                     
     Services 114,320                   114,320                   
     Capital 38,000                     43,000                     
          Total Community Development 1,064,443                1,069,443                -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Public Works
     Personnel 2,335,707                2,335,707                
     Supplies 636,300                   582,548                   
     Services 3,224,598                3,309,908                500,000$                   700,000$                   491,820$                 1,107,190$                1,870,330$              3,170,238$               
     Capital 2,204,350                1,198,332                
          Total Public Works 8,400,955                7,426,495                -                                500,000                     -                                 700,000                     491,820                   1,107,190                  1,870,330                3,170,238                 
Police Department
     Personnel 7,093,416                7,193,416                
     Supplies 526,959                   430,159                   
     Services 1,097,173                1,147,628                
     Capital 629,277                   631,276                   
          Total Police Department 9,346,825                9,402,479                -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Fire Department
     Personnel 4,612,066                4,612,066                
     Supplies 175,175                   175,175                   
     Services 413,596                   413,596                   
     Capital 52,000                     52,000                     
          Total Fire Department 5,252,837                5,252,837                -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Health & Welfare
     Services 135,378                   135,378                   
Parks & Recreation
     Personnel 1,151,524                1,151,524                
     Supplies 213,000                   213,000                   
     Services 873,300                   873,300                   
     Capital 70,000                     70,000                     
          Total Parks & Recreation 2,307,824                2,307,824                -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Libraries
     Services 145,360                   145,360                   
          Total Libraries 145,360                   145,360                   -                            -                             -                             -                             -                           -                             -                           -                            
Keep Ridgeland Beautiful
     Supplies 20,000                     20,000                     
Capital - Other -                           -                           
Debt Service 242,779                   242,779                   
Transfers out -                                2,013,921                470,648$                  470,648                     

Total Expenditures 30,563,163              31,755,216              470,648                    970,648                     -                                 700,000                     491,820                   1,107,190                  1,870,330                3,170,238                 

Balance at End of Year 21,837,881              20,688,394              37                             37                              -                                 -                             (21,000)                    (21,000)                      2,230,466                -                                

Total Expenditures and Year-end Balance 52,401,044$            52,443,610$           470,685$                  970,685$                   -$                               700,000$                   470,820$                 1,086,190$                4,100,796$              3,170,238$               

The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $45,500 budget amendment to the legal fees to allow for Federal initiative support.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved $500,000  and $700,000 budget amendments to the Lake Harbour Extension and Lake Harbour Overlay funds, respectively, to allow for increased costs related to the projects.  These amendments also increased transfers out for the General fund.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $1,299,908 budget amendment to the Lake Harbour/Hwy 51 Intersection fund to allow for increased costs related to the project.  This amendment also increased transfers out for the General fund.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $615,370 budget amendment to the Purple Creek/Freedom Ridge Drainage fund to allow for increased funding and costs related to the project.

GENERAL FUND
LAKE HARBOUR DRIVE EXTENSION

CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS
LAKE HARBOUR OVERLAY RIDGEWOOD ROAD DRAINAGE HWY 51/LAKE HARB DR INTERSECTION

FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023 FY2023
ORIGINAL REVISED FY2023 FY2023 ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED ORIGINAL REVISED
BUDGET BUDGET ORIGINAL REVISED BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

REVENUES BUDGET BUDGET

Intergovernmental revenues 894,425$                 100,000$                   1,750,000$                650,000$                  
Miscellaneous 15,000$                   15,000$                     
Transfer in 591,325                   113,000                     1,750,000                  -                                 650,000                    

  Total Revenue -                                1,485,750                -                                213,000                     -                                 3,500,000                  15,000                     15,000                       -                               1,300,000                 

Balance at Beginning of the Year -                                -                               -                                -                                 2,392,576$               2,392,576                  5,632,805                5,632,805                  -                               -                                

Total Available Cash and Anticipated
     Revenue from All Sources -                                1,485,750$              -$                              213,000$                   2,392,576$               5,892,576$                5,647,805$              5,647,805$                -                               1,300,000$               

EXPENDITURES
Public Works
    Services 1,485,750$              
Recreation and parks projects
    Services 213,000$                   
Water and sewer projects 2,617,983$               3,286,999$                1,300,000$               
Transfer out 2,392,576                  2,986,960$                

Total Expenditures -                                1,485,750                -                                213,000                     2,617,983                 5,679,575                  -                               2,986,960                  -                               1,300,000                 

Balance at End of Year -                                -                               -                                -                                 (225,407)                   213,001                     5,647,805$              2,660,845                  -                               -                                

Total Expenditures and Year-end Balance -                                1,485,750$              -$                              213,000$                   2,392,576$               5,892,576$                5,647,805$              5,647,805$                -                               1,300,000$               

The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $1,485,750 budget amendment to the Steed Road Multi-Use Trail fund to budget for the project.  This amendment also increased transfers out for the General fund.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $213,000 budget amendment to the Tennis Center Lighting Project fund to budget for the project.    This amendment also increased transfers out for the General fund.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $3,061,592 budget amendment to the Advanced Meter Project fund to account for increased funding related to the project and to allow transfers to reimburse the Public Utility fund.  This also increased transfers out for the ARPA project fund.
The Mayor & Board of Aldermen approved a $1,300,000 budget amendment to the ARPA Pipe Rehabilitation fund to allow for the estimated costs of the project.  This amendment also increased transfers out for the ARPA project fund.

ADVANCED WATER METER PROJECT ARPA PROJECTSTEED ROAD MULTI-USE TRAIL ARPA PIPE REHABILIATION
ENTERPRISE CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS (COMBINED WITH PURF)CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS

CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS
TENNIS CENTER LIGHTING PROJECT
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WLBT-TV3 
10 a.m.

media outlets as information 
becomes available,” Myers 
said. 

The war-
rants stem 
from an inci-
dent reported 
on Saturday, 
Aug. 12, at 
4:13 p.m. 
when RPD 
officers were 
dispatched to 
Northpark after 
911 calls in ref-
erence to a fight 
with possible 
shots fired, 
Myers said. 
Upon arrival, 
eyewitnesses 
advised that a 
group of six 
young men 
began fight-
ing in the 
Food Court and 
one shot was 
fired.   

The situation was brought 
under control promptly and part 
of Northpark was closed until 
the scene could be processed 
and cleared, according to 
Myers. One bystander was 
injured but refused medical 
treatment.   

Ridgeland PD was later 
advised that an individual had 
arrived at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital in Yazoo City with a 
gunshot wound to the hip. 
Investigators responded and 
spoke with the victim with the 
assistance of Yazoo City Police 
Department personnel. Myers 
said the investigation then 
issued the warrants on the four 
young men. 

Myers said officers are 
working with mall personnel to 
ensure Northpark Mall is a safe 
place to shop. 

“Northpark is a major shop-
ping destination in the State of 
Mississippi and the men and 
women of the Ridgeland Police 
Department remain dedicated 
to the safety of shoppers at 
Northpark,” Myers said.   

Crime 
Continued from page A1

Deonte 
Carter

Jamari 
Brown

court documents. 
Hatchett allegedly forced 

the victim to perform a sexual 
act and said; “My wife does 
not please me anymore, now 
you have to.” 

The suit claims Hatchett 
then warned the student not to 
tell anybody so that Hatchett 
could avoid “getting into 
trouble.” The two then report-
edly returned to the class-
room. 

After the incident, it came 
to the administrator’s atten-
tion that students were gos-
siping about the alleged inci-
dent. School administrators 
investigated the incident by 
interviewing Ahtchett’s stu-
dents. 

Hatchett was removed 
from school property by what 
the lawsuit refers to as “pri-
vate security” following the 
investigation. 

The suit says the mother 
was then informed of the inci-
dent and she called law 
enforcement. 

The suit alleges MCS offi-
cials should have “known of 
Hatchett’s proclivities for sex-
ual abuse towards minors” 
and “failed to take any rea-
sonable steps to prevent 
Hatchett from committing 
sexual abuse” on school dis-
trict property.  

Hatchett’s criminal trial is 
slated for September. 

School 
Continued from page A1



Page A10, Madison County Journal, August 17, 2023   www.madisoncountyjournal.com


