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School district officials have 
confirmed rumors of multiple 
students being involved in a 
fight last week at Madison Cen-
tral High School. 

A statement from MCHS 
principal Dr. Teague Burchfield 
said adults “quickly intervened” 
and “no one was injured” in the 
incident. 

“The overwhelming majori-
ty of Madison Central students 
meet and exceed our high 
expectations,” Burchfield said. 
“Unfortunately, several students 
have made the bad decision to 
fight at school. While adults 
quickly intervened and no one 
was injured, any kind of disrup-
tive behavior in school is not 
acceptable. Student behavior 
that takes away from our posi-
tive and excellent school culture 
is not tolerated.”  

School officials did not say 
when the incident or incidents 
happened or how many students 
were involved but said all 
reported infractions will be 
investigated by school and dis-
trict officials. 

“All reported infractions are 
investigated,” Burchfield said. 
“And disciplinary measures can 

SCHOOLS

MED STUDENT’S LIFE 
CHANGED BY EPILEPSY

MADISON AUTHOR’S 
BOOK ON SALE

BOOKS HEALTH

Halloween Magic — See page, A2 Madison doctor — See page, A8

Fights at 
MCHS 
appear to 
be isolated 

By MICHAEL SIMMONS 
msimmons@onlinemadison.com 

  
The general election is 

Tuesday, Nov. 7, and voters 
will head to the polls to 
decide a handful of local 
races as well as legislative 
and statewide contests.  

Two incumbent Democrat 

supervisors have Republican 
opponents this year and the 
only other contested county-
wide race is Circuit Clerk. 

The remaining countywide 
races were decided in the 
August Republican Primary. 

Absentee voting is under-
way and will remain open 
until noon on Saturday, Nov. 

4. 
In addition to normal busi-

ness hours, the Circuit Clerk’s 
Office will be open on Satur-
day, Nov. 4, from 8 a.m. to 
noon, specifically for absen-
tee voting. 

Contested county races 
include: 

• Incumbent Republican 

Anita E. Wray faces Democ-
rat Fannie Hargon Sanders.  

• Incumbent Democrat 
District 4 Supervisor Karl 
Banks faces former Republi-
can District 4 Supervisor 
David Bishop. 

• Incumbent Democrat 
District 5 Supervisor Paul E. 
Griffin faces Charles “Chip” 

Matthews. 
• Incumbent Democrat 

District 2 Constable faces 
Republican TchiaKousky 
Williams. 

• Republican Barbara 
Gross faces Independent Ran-
dall Bolden for District 2 
Election Commissioner. 

• Incumbent Republican 

District 4 Election Commis-
sioner Dan Dickinson faces 
Democrat Anthony Denton.  

Contested state legislative 
races include: 

• Republican Clay Mansell 
faces Democrat Sharon 
Moman for District 56 House 
of Representatives. 

GENERAL ELECTION NOV. 7

See election, page A2

Last Saturday, the Germantown High School Marching 
Band, under the direction of Justin Harvison, compet-
ed at the Bands of America Super Regional in St Louis. 
The band finished in 8th place out of 66 bands through-
out the US, including bands from Texas, Oklahoma, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Indiana, Illinois, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee. The GHS Band first attended this BOA in 
2022 but made program history over this past weekend 
by making it to finals (top 14 bands) and finishing with 
the highest overall score in Class 2A. Mississippi was 
well represented in St Louis as both Germantown (8th 
place) and Hernando (11th place) made it to finals. 

Absentee voting available thru noon Saturday

germantown band

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 
 

GLUCKSTADT — A Mac 
Haik employee was arrested 
and charged after allegedly 
embezzling 
tens of thou-
sands of dol-
lars from the 
b u s i n e s s , 
Glucks tad t 
Police say. 

T h e 
e m p l o y e e , 
N a t a s h a 
Manuel, was 
arrested and 
charged on Oct. 
26 with felony embezzlement. 

She was brought before 
Judge Trae Sims in Gluckstadt 
Municipal Court on Thursday, 
Oct. 27, on the charge of felony 
embezzlement and was given a 
$30,000.00 bond and has since 

CRIME

Mac Haik 
employee 
arrested for 
embezzling

Natasha 
Manuel
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• Incumbent Independent 
Shanda M. Yates faces 
Republican Amile Wilson for 
District 64 House of Repre-
sentatives.  

• Republican Celeste Hurst 
faces Independent Ryshonda 

Harper Beechem for District 
75 House of Representatives.  

• Incumbent Democrat 
Joseph C. Thomas Sr. faces 
Republican Chastity May 
Magyar for District 22 State 
Senate.   

Contested statewide races 
include: 

• Incumbent Republican 
Gov. Tate Reeves faces off 
against Democrat Brandon 
Presley and Independent 

Gwendolyn Gray.  
• Incumbent Lt. Gov. Del-

bert Hosemann faces Democ-
rat D. Ryan Grover. 

• Incumbent Republican 
Michael Watson faces Demo-
crat Ty Pinkins. 

• Incumbent Republican 
Attorney General Lynn Fitch 
faces Democrat Greta Kemp 
Martin. 

• Incumbent Republican 
State Auditor Shad White 
faces Democrat Larry Brad-
ford. 

• Incumbent Republican 
State Treasurer David McRae 
faces Democrat Addie L. 
Green. 

• Incumbent Republican 
Ag Commissioner Andy Gip-
son faces Democrat Robert 
“Brad” Bradford Sr. 

• Incumbent Republican 
Insurance Commissioner 
Mike Chaney faces Democrat 
Bruce Burton. 

• Incumbent Republican 
Central District Public Serv-
ice Commissioner Brent Bai-
ley faces Democrat DeKeither 
A. Stamps.  

• Incumbent Democrat 
Central District Transporta-
tion Commissioner Willie 
Simmons faces Republican 
Ricky Pennington Jr. 

By MARK STOWERS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

  
As a grandmother, Madi-

son’s Ann Dickerson was just 
looking to send amusing let-
ters to her grandchildren in 
Tennessee. Each one con-
tained a bit of a special Hal-
loween story that when all 
stacked up, became her spe-
cial holiday story, Halloween 
Magic.  

“I have always wanted it 
to be a book. I think it is a 
story children will like and it 
is not scary or gory but just 
fun,” she said. “I had fun 
writing it. I recently posted 
on Facebook, Happiness is 

when someone likes your 
book.” 

The book has been a long 
time in the making.  

“I wrote it about 15 years 
ago in installments like Dick-
ens would write a little bit of 
a story and continue the next 
time,” she said. “They were 
just letters that after being 
read sat in a drawer and I 
always wanted to turn them 
into a book. It just never hap-
pened.” 

The Halloween Magic 
story is dedicated to her five 
grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter. Dickerson has 
recently been to Tennessee 
and Madison area schools 

reading the book. The story 
revolves around a scarecrow 
who comes to life and a few 
adventures with the six trick-
or-treaters.  

“Mysterious things are 
happening in Mr. Yancey’s 
garden. Discover how his 
pumpkins are saved for trick-
or-treaters when magic is in 
the air,” Dickerson described 
the storyline.  

The book can be pur-
chased at Lemuria Bookstore 
or by contacting Dickerson 
via email, 
anndnana@gmail.com. The 
17-page book retails for $20. 

Page A2, Madison County Journal, November 2, 2023     www.madisoncountyjournal.com

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

  
A Madison County man has 

received a 20-year sentence 
after prosecution by the Attor-
ney General’s Special Victims 

Unit for sexual battery of a 
child under 14 years old in 
Sunflower County. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 17, Sun-
flower County Circuit Court 
Judge Richard A. Smith sen-

tenced James Lawrence 
“Larry” Brown, Jr., 63, of 
Madison County to 20 years in 
the custody of the Mississippi 
Department of Corrections, 
with 10 of those years to serve, 

day for day, for one count sex-
ual battery of a child under 14 
years of age, according to 
Fitch’s office.  

“This is exactly the kind of 
case my Special Victims Unit 

is especially qualified to inves-
tigate and prosecute,” Fitch 
said. “It is my hope and prayer 
that closing this chapter with 
justice served will help this 
young victim find a pathway to 

healing and recovery.” 
Brown will be required to 

register as a sex offender.  
“There is perhaps no more 

heinous crime than the sexual 
abuse of a child,” said Fitch.

Madison County man sentenced to 20 years for sexual battery

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

 
Officials are investigating a 

crash on I-55 over the week-
end that fatally injured a 
teenage girl, according to the 
Mississippi Highway Patrol 
said. 

The victim has been identi-
fied as 17-year-old Enya 
Meeks, according to Trooper 

Darnika Mayfield. 
“This crash remains under 

investigation by the Mississip-
pi Highway Patrol,” Mayfield 
said. 

According to Mayfield, on 
Saturday, Oct. 28, at about 
7:31 p.m., the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol responded to a 
one-vehicle crash on Interstate 
55 near the 125-mile-marker in 
Madison County north of Can-

ton near the Big Black.  
A 2016 Chevrolet Malibu 

driven by Meeks was traveling 
south on Interstate 55 when it 
ran off the road and hit a tree, 
Mayfield said.  

Meeks received fatal 
injuries from the crash and was 
pronounced dead on the scene, 
according to Mayfield.

Teen killed in fatal wreck on I-55

Election 
Continued from page A1
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Dr. Browning’s primary 
focuses will be:
   • GLAUCOMA SURGERY AND 
      MANAGEMENT

   • PREMIUM CATARACT SURGERY

   • COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS

Meet our newest physician 
Dr. Elliott Browning.

Jackson Eye Associates is proud to announce the addition of Dr. Elliott 
Browning to our Jackson office. Dr. Browning is returning to his home-
town, Jackson, Mississippi, after completing residency at the University 
of North Carolina Chapel Hill and fellowship training in Jacksonville, 
Florida. His college career was at Auburn University followed by medical
school at the University of Mississippi School of Medicine. 

Dr. Browning is available for new patients and glaucoma referrals.

Madison resident pens Halloween children’s book
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 Meet the 
Candidates 

 
The Madison County 

Journal is authorized to 
announce the following 

 candidates: 
 

District 56 House 
Clay Mansell 
(Republican) 

 
District 25 Senate 

J. Walter Michel 
(Republican) 

 
Paid Political

bonded out, according to GPD 
Chief Barry Hale. 

The department was contact-

ed by Mac Haik on Oct. 24 in 
regard to an employee alleged 
to have embezzled around 
$70,000.00, Hale said. The 
employee was identified as 
Manuel. 

He said an investigation was 
started which led to an affidavit 
being signed and a warrant 

issued for her arrest for felony 
embezzlement. She was then 
arrested on Oct. 26, at Mac Haik 
without incident, according to 
Hale.  

Hale said he has no further 
updates at this time on this 
investigation.

Crime 
Continued from page A1

include removal from our 
school community and referral 
to the Academic Options Cen-
ter.” 

Last week, Madison Central 
administration reached out to 
MCHS parents with a letter to 
address concerns and reassure 
parents how seriously they take 
any disruptions at school, 
school district spokeswoman 

Gene Wright said. 
“Additionally, last Friday 

there was an increased presence 
of law enforcement on campus 
as a precaution and to reinforce 
how seriously we take these 
matters,” Wright said.  

Madison Police released a 
statement on Thursday, Oct. 26, 
in reaction to a letter sent out to 
parents. 

“The Madison Police 
Department is aware of several 
incidents and rumors that 
involve Madison Central High 
School and have taken each 
action seriously,” the MPD 
statement reads. “As such, we 

will have an increased presence 
at the school for the upcoming 
days to make sure all of our 
children continue to have a safe 
learning environment.” 

MPD officials have not 
responded to requests for fur-
ther comment. 

Wright went on to say that 
operations at the school have 
continued as usual. 

“This week we have seen the 
excellent behavior we expect 
from our students at Madison 
Central and across the district,” 
Wirght said.

Fights 
Continued from page A1
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EDITORIALS

Social media generates an endless 
stream of images, melodies and assertions 
that can be an utter delight as often as 
they are an unwelcome distraction. Fortu-
nately, there has always been the freedom 
to shut it all out and take refuge in the 
inviolable realm of the mind. Until now. 

Legal disputes over whether some 
expressions of thought should be banned, 
along with breakthroughs in the science of 
the mind, portend a treacherous future in 
which the heretofore private inner uni-
verse may face unwanted intrusion. 

Police in Birmingham, England, earlier 
this month issued a citation to a pro-life 
advocate for praying silently near an abor-
tion clinic. The ticket carries a fine for an 
unspoken appeal from the heart that Isabel 
Vaughan-Spruce sought to offer up to 
God. This, despite two previous arrests, 
which prompted British Home Secretary 
Suella Braverman to remind her compatri-
ots that “it is worth remembering that 
silent prayer, in itself, is not unlawful.” 

Her contention is evidently under dis-
pute in Britain, where the bobbies feel 
free to disregard the professional opinion 
of the nation’s top law enforcement offi-
cial. 

Efforts to monitor musings over there 
were already a concern of social critic 
George Orwell. He warned of the conse-
quences of attempting to regulate thought 
when, in “Nineteen Eighty-Four,” he 
wrote: “In the end we shall make thought-
crime literally impossible, because there 
will be no words in which to express it.” 

Freedom of thought and corresponding 
speech are under scrutiny on this side of 
the pond as well. In Murthy v. Missouri, 
the attorneys general of Missouri and 
Louisiana have challenged the constitu-
tionality of the Biden administration’s pur-
ported collusion with YouTube, Facebook 
and Twitter (since renamed X) to censor 

internet posts about COVID-19 and the 
Hunter Biden laptop, which officials false-
ly labeled “misinformation.” 

The Supreme Court’s decision to hear 
the case makes the outcome a likely First 
Amendment watershed — all the more so 
because, as the psychologist and author 
Jordan Peterson notes, “Freedom of 
speech is exactly equivalent to freedom of 
thought.” 

Perhaps equally insidious as govern-
ment-media censorship is the likelihood 
that similar abuse would follow scientific 
breakthroughs in technology that bring 
man and machine closer together. Such 
advances are already assisting patients 
suffering from paralysis to employ 
thoughts to perform everyday functions 
such as banking and texting on their per-
sonal devices. 

But science fiction further blended with 
reality in 2016 when the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency’s 
biotechnology office reported it created a 
working “brain control interface” that 
would allow drones or other aircraft to be 
controlled with thought. 

Unscrupulous officialdom determined 
to advance beyond current censorship of 
speech may be unable to resist the allure 
of seeking to take such advances to the 
next level, using an interface to inspect 
and purify the thoughts of ordinary citi-
zens to yield government-approved behav-
ior. The reality is, there’s no telling what 
happens next if this censorship regime is 
allowed to continue. 

Freedom of speech enshrined in the 
First Amendment is contingent upon free-
dom of thought. Were images, sounds and 
words inscribed upon the vast canvas of 
the mind to be manipulated by invisible 
forces, freedom — in all its expressions 
and practices — would be forfeited. 

— The Washington Times

Perils of thought control

The new House speaker is on a mission 
to curb Washington profligacy. That, com-
bined with a growing public backlash 
against the shrinking value of their dol-
lars, portend a jarring, three-word wake-
up call for President Biden and his spend-
thrift allies: Enough is enough. 

Louisiana Rep. Mike Johnson’s eleva-
tion to the top leadership role in the 
House last week was the culmination of 
an exhausting struggle to replace deposed 
fellow Republican Kevin McCarthy. Mr. 
Johnson brings optimism to the prospect 
of mending the nation’s broken budgetary 
process, and it will take only a few weeks 
to know whether this is merely wishful 
thinking. 

Congress has until Nov. 17 to replace 
the current continuing resolution with a 
genuine budget for fiscal 2024. At the 
very least, Mr. Johnson has his priorities 
straight. 

“The greatest threat to our national 
security is our nation’s debt, and while 
we’ve been sitting in this room — that’s 
right — the debt has crossed almost $33.6 
trillion, and in time it’s going to take me 
to deliver this speech, we will go up $20 
million in debt. It’s unsustainable,” he told 
the assembled chamber following his elec-
tion. 

President Biden saddled Americans 
with a record $1.7 trillion in new debt in 
fiscal 2023 alone, much of it coronavirus 
relief that he refused to dial back once the 
pandemic subsided. The nation’s muscu-
lar, 4.9% third-quarter annualized gross 
domestic product is likely the final spurt 
of the dollar-devouring machine before 
the government-led financial fuel runs dry. 

Net interest on the cumulative debt in 
the fiscal year cost taxpayers $659 billion. 
Looking ahead, interest payments are on 
course to surpass the entire U.S. defense 
budget by 2033. “Unsustainable” is a 

polite way of describing the coming eco-
nomic crackup. 

Mr. Johnson is promoting the establish-
ment of a bipartisan House debt commis-
sion. His plan may be the triumph of hope 
over experience, though: Spinning off 
troubles for study is Washington’s way of 
sidelining them. With the clock ticking 
toward a government shutdown next 
month, only slash-and-burn tactics — 
which neither party relishes — promise 
quick results. 

Still, there are signs of progress in rein-
ing in spending. Thus far this year, law-
makers have enacted legislation on track 
to produce $1.3 trillion in net savings over 
10 years, the Committee on Responsible 
Federal Budget says. In a Thursday post, 
the organization points to reduced spend-
ing from the June-enacted Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act, which imposed spending caps 
on defense and nondefense discretionary 
spending for fiscal 2024 and 2025, and 
dialed back funds for COVID and the 
IRS. 

U.S. taxpayers are more than ready for 
a return to financial sanity. The cumula-
tive, 17.2% Biden-era inflation rate has 
left a deep dent in the public’s economic 
outlook. A September YouGov survey 
found 24% of respondents naming infla-
tion and prices as their top concerns — 
more than double the 11% who cited 
health care as the second-place worry. 
With a presidential election year on the 
horizon, voter angst mustn’t be blithely 
ignored. 

Americans should never underestimate 
their government’s ability to overspend. 
Still, fresh House leadership that Mike 
Johnson represents offers a glimmer of 
hope that their tax dollars may one day be 
spent with the same care with which they 
were earned. 

— The Washington Times

Johnson offers hope in House

BIBLE SELECTION
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.                             

                                    —ephesians 2:8-9 (esV)

Anti-Israel demonstrators hate the West
RICH LOWRY

The cataract of anti-Israel 
sentiment on college campus-
es has been shocking, but it 
shouldn’t be surprising.  

It is the poisoned fruit of 
teaching a generation of col-
lege students to despise their 
own civilization.  

Jesse Jackson famously led 
a chant at Stanford University 
in 1987, “Hey, hey, ho, ho, 
Western Civ has got to go.” He 
was talking about the college 
course, but he might as well 
have been talking about the 
thing itself.  

Jackson and his allies had 
extraordinary success in extin-
guishing the teaching of West-
ern Civ. Not only have we 
largely stopped transmitting 
the story of our own civiliza-
tion, we have substituted an 
alternative narrative that the 
West is reducible to racism, 
imperialism and colonialism.  

It is in this context that the 
current outburst of anti-Zion-
ism has to be understood. Yes, 
it has been fed by anti-Israel 
agitation on campus over the 
decades and yes, students are 
susceptible to witless radical-
ism in the best of circum-
stances. Yet the loathing of 
Israel is particularly intense 
because it is viewed as an out-
post of Western civilization 
and all its alleged ills.  

The hatred of Israel is taint-
ed by and, in some cases, driv-
en by anti-Semitism. Another 
way to look at it, though, is 
that it’s not so much about 
hatred of the “the other,” as 
progressives put it, as hatred 
of ourselves and all our works.  

It is, on one level, incorrect 
to consider Israel exclusively 
an artifact of the West. The 
Jews are indigenous to the 
region going back to Abra-
ham, with their story caught 

up in the story of the land. A 
large proportion of the current 
population traces its origins 
from the Middle East and 
North Africa, rather than 
Europe.  

But there is no doubt that 
Israel is a Western society — 
in its political system, in its 
respects for rights, in its inno-
vative economy, in its mores. 
Someone sitting in a coffee 
shop in Tel Aviv could easily 
think they were in any thriving 
coastal society in the West.  

From any rational perspec-
tive, this would be something 
to celebrate. Many legitimate 
criticisms can be made of 
Israel, and indeed are a feature 
of the Israeli domestic debate 
itself, but there’s no doubt that 
it is a flourishing society.  

If Gaza were equally West-
ernized, it would be worrying 
about whether it’s overbuild-
ing seaside real estate rather 
than having to get water and 
electricity from the neighbor-
ing country its governing 
authority — a savage terror 
group — is trying to destroy.  

Yet this is the society that 
anti-Western opinion holds up 
and wants to sweep all before 
it. This point of view loves 
Gaza for its failure and hates 
Israel for its success; loves 
Gaza for its terror and hates 
Israel for its self-defense; 
loves Gaza for its vicious anti-

Western sponsors and hates 
Israel for its Western allies, 
especially the United States.  

If this seems perverse, it’s 
what you’d expect of students 
and young people who have 
absorbed the premises of 
Michel Foucault, Howard 
Zinn, Edward Said and their 
imitators. Even if students 
have never heard of them, 
these men and their thought 
suffuse higher education.  

But what about the vio-
lence? How can these kids 
look past it, or implicitly 
endorse it?  

Violence is part of the radi-
cal anti-Western vision. The 
anti-colonial bible, “The 
Wretched of the Earth,” writ-
ten by Frantz Fanon in 1961, 
is widely taught on campus. 
Fanon sketched out a woke 
worldview before anyone used 
that term, arguing that, as a 
New Yorker essay put it, “the 
Western bourgeoisie was ‘fun-
damentally racist’ and its 
‘bourgeois ideology’ of equal-
ity and dignity was merely a 
cover for capitalist-imperialist 
rapacity.” 

Fanon wrote that “decolo-
nization is always a violent 
phenomenon,” and in a pref-
ace to the book, the French 
philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre 
declared that the wretched of 
the earth “become men” 
through “mad fury.”  

By this standard, Hamas is 
a good and worthy anti-colo-
nial organization, and there’s 
no wonder it has found sup-
porters and useful idiots 
among the West’s self-
loathing radicals.  

 
Rich Lowery is editor of 
National Review,  a leading 
conservative magazine found-
ed by William F. Buckley.

Dracula and spending cuts
CAL THOMAS

Among the top priorities for 
newly selected House Speaker 
Mike Johnson (R-LA) was his 
announced intention to form a 
bipartisan panel to cut massive 
spending that has led to an 
unsustainable $33 trillion 
national debt. The pragmatist in 
me cheers, but the cynic in me 
says asking Congress to cut 
spending is like asking Dracula 
to cut back on his consumption 
of blood. Spending helps keep 
members in office. Rather than 
solving problems and cutting the 
debt, staying in office seems to 
be all that matters to many of 
them. 

In addition to the worthless 
slogan that members are only 
“bringing home the bacon” 
(more like pork in many cases) 
and getting a “fair share” for 
their districts and states, spend-
ing contributes to their careers, 
which the Founders foresaw as 
limited service in Washington 
before they returned to real jobs.  

I have longed to see Cabinet 
Members and Members of Con-
gress come before committees 
and defend their proposals for 
new spending. They should be 
asked how current and past 
spending has, or has not, 
achieved the goals stated in their 
legislation and agencies. Often 
there are no goals in the legisla-
tion. It’s spending for the sake of 
spending. Wall Street Journal 
columnist Kimberley Strassel 
offers a good starting point. 

Strassel writes in a recent 
column: “According to the 
White House it is ‘critical’ that 
Senate Democrats get another 
$16 billion in child-care-center 
funding, since the supposedly 
one-time $24 billion pandemic 
allotment is gone.” 

More “critical” spending 
requests include the Federal 

Communications Commission 
getting another $6 billion for the 
Affordable Connectivity Pro-
gram, “a fraud-racked Covid-era 
boondoggle that aimed to close 
the ‘digital divide’ but has really 
blown $17 billion subsidizing 
the Netflix habits of people who 
already had high-speed broad-
band.” 

There’s plenty more you can 
find in her column and else-
where that unnecessarily con-
tributes to the debt and resulting 
higher prices we all must pay for 
mortgages, gasoline, food and 
other necessities. 

During the Reagan adminis-
tration, there were inaccurate 
press reports claiming the Penta-
gon was spending more than 
$600 on toilet seats and $435 for 
hammers that could be bought at 
any hardware store for much 
less. What turned out to be errors 
in the way accounting was han-
dled helped focus the minds of 
many Americans about govern-
ment overspending and held up 
to ridicule those who were 
spending money like it wasn’t 
their own, which it wasn’t. Rea-
gan named what came to be 
known as “The Packard Com-
mission” to reform defense pro-
curement procedures. Later, the 
Base Realignment and Closure 

(BRAC) was created and per-
formed over several administra-
tions to shut down unused and 
outdated military housing. Some 
members of Congress protested, 
because it cost them money in 
their districts, but it was done. 
As I recall some members who 
had been screaming loudest 
about the closures later tried 
having it both ways and took 
credit for saving taxpayer 
money. You have to admire 
politicians who can say one 
thing one day and the opposite 
another day. Hardly anyone 
notices or seems to care and 
that’s a major part of the debt 
problem. 

Members who propose such 
unnecessary spending should be 
brought before House commit-
tees, now run by Republicans. 
Democrats won’t do it, so it’s up 
to Republicans to demand 
accountability and to have pro-
ponents justify their spending 
proposals. Ridiculing them in 
public and before TV cameras 
would be a good way to go, but 
Republicans must be careful 
because too many of them are 
co-conspirators when it comes 
to spending. 

Let’s hope Speaker Johnson 
gets his bipartisan commission 
and that it provides cover for all 
Members so they can reduce 
spending, reform Social Securi-
ty and Medicare, which every-
one knows must be done, in 
order to secure the financial 
future of the nation for genera-
tions to come. 

 
Reach Cal Thomas by email at 
tcaeditors@tribpub.com. Look 
for Cal Thomas’ latest book “A 
Watchman in the Night: What 
I’ve Seen Over 50 Years Report-
ing on America” (Humanix-
Books).

Let’s hope Speaker  
Johnson gets his  

bipartisan commission 
and that it provides cover 
for all Members so they 
can reduce spending, 
reform Social Security 
and Medicare, which 

everyone knows 
 must be done.

The cataract of  
anti-Israel sentiment 
on college campuses 
has been shocking,  
but it shouldn’t be  

surprising. 
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BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVES/J. Ligon Duncan III

A theology of the atonement
If you have your Bibles, 

I’d invite you to turn with 
me to Matthew chapter 27 
verses 1 – 10 as we continue 
our study through this great 
gospel. You know, often 
times we hear people say 
that there isn’t a theology of 
the death of Christ. Some-
times you’ll hear people 
say, “There isn’t a doctrine 
of the death of Christ in the 
gospels. You have to go to 
the epistles to find a theolo-
gy of the atonement.” Well, 
they haven’t read Matthew 
27 verses 1 – 10 because 
there are three planks of a 
theology of the atonement 
in this passage. Firstly, in 
verses 1 – 2 we see that the 
death of Jesus was a judicial 
action. Secondly, in verses 3 
– 5 we see the innocence of 
Jesus highlighted by Judas’ 
testimony. And thirdly, in 
verses 6 – 10 we see the sin-
fulness of the Sanhedrin 
concurrently with the sover-
eignty of God.  

I. The Judicial Action  
In verses 1 – 2 we see the 

official trial of the San-
hedrin. Their conspiracy 
and unjust verdict against 
Jesus are being finalized 
and Matthew records that 
for us here to indicate that 
Jesus was condemned as 
guilty and worthy of death 
by the highest religious and 
civil court in the land. They 
find Jesus guilty of blasphe-
my. And they consider Him 
a candidate for the death 
penalty. 

And here in these two 
verses sits the first plank of 
the doctrine of atonement. 
Jesus’ death was of a judi-
cial nature. God wants us to 
understand what is happen-
ing to Jesus is not an acci-
dent, it’s not just a tragic 
incidence of an innocent 
man being condemned by a 
crooked court, though it is 
that. It is a judicial action 
whereby God visits his own 
wrath upon Jesus, standing 
in as the culprit for a crime. 
It’s forensic. It’s courtroom. 
He is experiencing the 
penalty for sin in the divine 
court that you and I should 
have experienced. This pas-
sage shows us that we are 
candidates for the death 
penalty. And the only way 
out is if someone stands in 
our place. And Matthew is 
reminding us here that the 
judicial condemnation of 
Jesus Christ was necessary 
for our salvation.  

II. The Innocence of 
Jesus  

In Matthew 27 verses 1 – 
2 Matthew has gotten us to 
think in terms of Jesus’ 
death as a judicial action. 
But now in verses 3 – 5 he 
wants us to understand that 
Jesus was an innocent man. 
And this fact is absolutely 

essential to our salvation. 
And he is using this story of 
Judas, his remorse and 
demise, to highlight that 
particular reality. Though 
He was condemned by the 
highest courts of the land as 
worthy of death, even this 
traitorous disciple knows 
that Jesus is a perfectly 
innocent man. For whatever 
reason after Jesus’ condem-
nation, Judas came to regret 
his part in the plot; and he 
attempted to return his 
reward. And Judas’ 
anguished words of confes-
sion in verse 4 serve to 
accent Jesus’ innocence, his 
guiltlessness, his integrity, 
his impeccability. They 
show the perfect innocence 
of Christ. 

J.C. Ryle says this: “If 
there was any living witness 
who could have given evi-
dence against our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Judas Iscariot 
was that man.” Judas had 
been His disciple. He had 
been with Him almost 
twenty-four hours a day for 
three years. If there was any 
charge that could have been 
sustained in the court before 
the Sanhedrin, Judas could 
have given it. And what is 
the final confession of 
Judas? “I betrayed an inno-
cent man.” He shows that 
Jesus is innocent of the 
charges.  

And this is necessary for 
our salvation. He had to be a 
lamb without blemish to 
pay the penalty for our sin. 
Because we see from this 
passage that the chief priest 
and the elders are the 
wicked ones. They ought to 
be undergoing the death 
penalty. In Jewish law, if 
you brought a false charge 
in a capital crime, you were 
liable to the penalty of that 
crime. They themselves 
should have been led to the 
Roman cross just as we 
should be. Yet the inno-
cence of Jesus, imputed to 
us, by the grace of God 
through faith, blots out our 
sin. That’s the second plank 
of the theology of the atone-
ment that Matthew teaches 
us here. 

III. The Sin of the San-
hedrin and the Sovereign-
ty of God  

In verses 6 – 10 we see 
these sinful religionists 
splitting hairs over con-
trived manmade righteous-
ness while they ignore the 
weightier matters of the law. 
It is a pitiful sight to see 
these men debating what the 
proper use of tainted money 
is. Now they had seen fit to 
use temple funds to pay for 
the betrayal of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, but now when 
those funds come back to 
them, they say, “Oh, we 
would never have blood 

money in the temple treas-
ury.” You see the perversity 
of this. These men used 
tithes to bring about the 
death of Jesus, and now 
when that money comes 
back to them, they try and 
contrive some sort of good 
deed outside of temple wor-
ship for which this money 
could be used. And they 
decide to spend it on a field. 
Now Matthew is showing 
you two things in this scene. 

On the one hand he’s 
showing you the perversity 
of their hearts. These are the 
men who tried Christ. Not 
exactly paragons of right-
eousness, were they? But 
Matthew is also saying that, 
even though these men are 
responsible for this plot, all 
of this is under the sover-
eign control of God. 

This is the plan of God 
being carried out. And 
Matthew is saying in verses 
9 – 10 that this money, this 
ransom money, this tainted 
money of Judas’ reward was 
given back according to the 
command of God, accord-
ing to the plan of God, 
according to the decree of 
God. 

All that is happening is in 
accordance with what God 
already prophesied hun-
dreds of years ago before in 
Scripture, and it’s in accord 
with Scripture because it’s 
the plan of God. God is sov-
ereignly in control. Why 
does Matthew tell you this? 
He wants you to understand 
that the death of Jesus is not 
an accident. It is God’s 
stratagem against Satan for 
the saving of your soul and 
the third and final plank of 
the theology of the atone-
ment. Having seen the 
wickedness of the people 
and their conspiracy against 
the Lord Jesus Christ side 
by side with God’s plan in 
this, you ought to bow the 
knee to God’s sovereignty 
and flee to Christ alone. 

In the end, the difference 
between Judas and Peter is 
that Judas never fled to 
Christ. He came to his co-
conspirators. He confessed 
to them. He tried to put it 
right, but he never sought 
the mercy of Christ. That’s 
the only difference between 
Peter and Judas. By the 
grace of God, Peter sought 
the mercy of Christ. And 
Matthew wants you, as I 
want you, to seek and find 
the mercy of the one who 
laid down His life for you. 

 
The Rev. Dr. J. Ligon Duncan 
III is Chancellor and CEO of 
Reformed Theological Semi-
nary. He can be reached at 601-
923-1600 or by email at 
jhyde@rts.edu.

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

 
The American Heart Associ-

ation, the leading voluntary 
health organization focused on 
heart and brain health for all, is 
inviting Jackson-metro resi-
dents to its premier event to 
boost physical and mental well-
being through healthy habits 
while supporting the lifesaving 
mission.  

On Saturday, November 11 
at 8 a.m., Heart Walk partici-
pants and teams are invited to 
the Mississippi Museum of Art 
to celebrate heart and stroke 
survivors, raise funds, and 
encourage physical activity.  

This year’s theme, “I Walk 
to Save Lives,” gives Heart 
Walk participants a way to 
express, share and to be 
inspired by the reasons why 
they personally walk. Everyone 
has a reason to live a longer, 
healthier life or a reason they’re 
motivated to save the life of 
another. This year’s Metro 
Jackson Heart Walk is chaired 

by Teri Oakes Dyess, 
MD, FACP, FHM, 
Chief Medical Officer 
at St. Dominic Hospi-
tal and Director of 
Hospital Medicine. 

“I’ve committed 
my life’s work to 
healthcare as a physi-
cian in hospital medi-
cine. As a doctor dedicat-
ed to caring for patients 
during their time in the 
hospital, I see firsthand the 
impact that heart disease and 
lifestyle choices have on our 
loved ones. I also see the poten-
tial to find new ways to prevent 
and treat these conditions 
through research and education 
offered by organizations like 
the American Heart Associa-
tion,” said Dr. Dyess. 

To register, visit 
www.metrojacksonheartwalk.or
g.  

The Metro Jackson Heart 
Walk is sponsored by St 
Dominic Hospital, HORNE, 
Atmos Energy and Mississippi 
Baptist Medical Center. Other 

sponsors include 
Alliant Construction, 
Brunini Grantham 
Grower & Hewes, 
CDFL Architects & 
Engineers, Centerwell 
Senior Primary Care, 
Mid State Construc-
tion, MMC Materials, 
Nucor Steel, Regions 

Bank, Southern Farm 
Bureau Life Insurance 
Company, United Health-

Care, Adams & Reese LLP, 
Gibbs Travis PLLC,MEA Med-
ical Clinics / First In, Meadow-
brook Wealth Advisors of Ray-
mond James, and 16WAPT. 

The funds raised from the 
Metro Jackson Heart Walk go 
towards research, advocacy, 
CPR training and to promote 
better health in support of the 
Association’s 2024 Health 
Equity Impact Goal, reducing 
barriers to health care access 
and quality.  

Visit www2.heart.org to 
learn more. 

Jackson Heart Walk set for Nov. 11

Dr. Teri 
Dyess

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

 
 Katharine McKee Surkin of 

Madison became director of the 
state Administrative Office of 
Courts on Wednesday. 

Surkin, 46, an attorney, has 
worked for the Supreme Court 
for 13 years. 

Chief Justice Mike Ran-
dolph introduced Surkin at the 
state Trial and Appellate Judges 
Conference in Biloxi on Oct. 
25. Chief Justice Randolph said 
Surkin “used to be my right 
hand.” 

Surkin most recently was 
Chief of Staff for Chief Justice 
Randolph, having served in that 
position since July 2022. She 
served as senior judicial law 
clerk for Justice Randolph from 
August 2014 until July 2022. 

Surkin said, “I feel called to 
serve the citizens of this state 
and what better way than to 
work closely with our trial 
judges and their staff to contin-
ue the effective and efficient 
administration of justice. I am 
honored that the Supreme 
Court Justices have the faith 
and confidence in me and my 
vision for this office.” 

The Administrative Office 
of Courts, AOC, works “to 
assist in the efficient adminis-
tration of the nonjudicial busi-
ness of the courts of the state 
and in improving the adminis-
tration of justice in Mississip-
pi,” according to the legislative 
statute, Miss. Code Section 9-

21-1, which created the AOC in 
1993. The director of AOC 
assists the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, who is the 
chief administrative officer of 
every court in the state.      

The AOC is responsible for 
the administrative business of 
the state trial and appellate 
courts, including budget, 
finance and personnel. The 
AOC also works to obtain and 
manage grants, assists with 
studies and projects to improve 
the administration of justice, 
serves as the data collection 
unit of the court system, and 
sets standards and rules for 
electronic filing of court 
records. 

Surkin began her legal 
career as a judicial law clerk for 
former Justice George C. Carl-
son Jr. of Batesville in Decem-
ber 2001, serving in that posi-
tion for three and one-half 
years. She practiced law for 
nine years with the law firm of 
Page, Mannino, Peresich and 
McDermot. Her practice areas 
included mass torts, toxic torts, 
products liability, insurance 
defense, medical malpractice, 
professional malpractice and 
employment discrimination. 
She returned to the Supreme 
Court staff in August 2014. 

Surkin, the daughter of an 
Episcopal priest, was born in 
Flowood and lived in Jackson 
and Lexington, Newport, Ark., 
and Little Rock, Ark. as the 
Rev. Dr. Daniel McKee held 
various diocesan assignments. 

She is an active member of St. 
Andrew's Episcopal Cathedral 
in Jackson, where she serves as 
a chalice bearer and formerly 
served on the Vestry. She also 
served on the church's search 
committee for a dean of St. 
Andrew's Episcopal Cathedral. 

Surkin was married to her 
husband Joe Surkin for 16 
years before he lost his battle 
with Multiple Myeloma this 
past spring. They share two 
children: MSgt. Adam Surkin 
of Pelahatchie, a contracting 
superintendent with the 172nd 
Airlift Wing of the Mississippi 
National Guard, who is married 
to Leian, Chief Operating Offi-
cer with the Mississippi Nation-
al Guard Federal Credit Union; 
and Mary Kate Dalton of Madi-
son, Office Manager for Per-
formance Therapy Pediatrics in 
Madison, who is married to 
Davis, Chief Financial Officer 
for the Yazoo County School 
District. Surkin has three grand-
children: Shelby, a senior at 
Pelahatchie High School, Eve-
lyn, a 5th grader at Pelahatchie 
Elementary School, and Mark 
Dalton, who will soon turn 2. 

Surkin earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in psychology 
from Millsaps College and a 
law degree from the University 
of Mississippi School of Law. 
She was admitted to the prac-
tice of law in Mississippi in 
2002. She also is admitted to 
practice in Alabama.

Madison resident to lead court office

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@onlinemadison.com 

 
Broadway returns to the 

stage at St. Joseph Catholic 
School this weekend when stu-
dents stage the fall production 
of the family comedy-fantasy 
“On the Tip of My Tongue.” 

The play is about two boys, 
Harry Smith and Ben Jordan, 
who run away from home and 
end up in a strange forest. Soon 
the boys are surrounded by eas-
ily recognizable villains, heroes 
and heroines from children’s lit-
erature that help the boys figure 
out who they are and what is 
important. 

“This is a touching story that 
has a lot to say about life and 
that underlines its message in 
comedy and great storytelling,” 
said Leslie Harkins, St. Joe’s 
theater teacher and director of 
the play. “This is a great pro-
duction the entire family can 
enjoy.” 

Opening night is 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Nov. 3, with additional 

performances at 7 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 4, and 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 5 – all in the St. Joseph 
Catholic School Fine Arts audi-
torium on the school campus in 
Madison. 

Admission is $12 with St. 
Joe students free. Students from 
St. Anthony, St. Richard and 
Sister Thea Bowman Catholic 
schools are free if they wear 
their school shirt.  Tickets will 
be on sale at the box office the 
day of the performance. 

“On the Tip of My Tongue” 
is the first of two stage produc-
tions St. Joe students will per-
form this school year including 
the annual spring musical 
planned for April 2024. Other 
upcoming Fine Arts events 
include the “Gifts of the Sea-
son” Christmas concert set for 
Sunday, Dec. 10. 

St. Joseph Catholic School, 
founded in 1870 by the Sisters 
of Mercy, offers seventh- 
through 12th-grade students of 
all faith backgrounds a rigorous 
college prep curriculum 

grounded in the teachings of the 
Catholic Church. 

Student actors have been 
rehearsing and planning this 
play since early this semester. 
Besides the performers, other 
students have designed and 
painted sets for the play while 
others will handle lights, help 
change sets and manage the 
sound for each performance. 

“Our dedicated, talented 
actors and actresses as well as 
the behind-the-scenes crew 
never cease to amaze me,” said 
Dr. Dena Kinsey, St. Joe’s prin-
cipal. “’On the Tip of My 
Tongue” will be a fun experi-
ence at the theater for the entire 
family. 

“These students work hard 
every year to stage amazing, 
memorable theatrical and musi-
cal productions. Our fall play is 
just one example of many tal-
ents and events that make up 
our Fine Arts Department here 
at St. Joe.”

St. Joe to perform Broadway play

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

 
RIDGELAND — Firefight-

ers battled a blaze for close to 
eight hours early Wednesday 
morning that had spread inside 
the wall of a warehouse on East 
State Street. 

RFD Chief Matt Bailey said 
firefighters were called to the 
warehouse on East State Street 
at about 12:52 a.m. on Wednes-
day, Nov. 1. Bailey said the 

insulation in between the 
sheetrock and metal siding had 
caught fire inside the building. 

Firefighters had to tear away 
sheet rock to fight the flames, 
according to Bailey. He report-
ed firefighters were on the 
scene until close to 9 a.m. later 
that morning. 

East State Street runs 
between U.S. 51 and Ridge-
wood Road near Repeat Street. 

No injuries have been 
reported and Bailey said no one 

was at the warehouse at the 
time of the fire. 

“We are still investigating,” 
Bailey said, noting the cause 
“could be anything.” 

He said investigators are 
looking into a possible connec-
tion with a fire RFD responded 
to on Tuesday evening between 
8 p.m. and 9 p.m. in which 
some grass between two trailers 
on nearby Mobile Estates Drive 
caught fire. 

R’land firefighters battle blaze

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@onlinemadison.com 

 
RIDGELAND — Police are 

seeking the identity of a woman 
suspected of felony shoplifting 
here. 

Ridgeland Police posted a 
picture of the suspect on social 
media on Oct. 27. Ridgeland 

Police Det. Erin Boyd 
said the suspect is 
wanted in relation to 
an incident reported on 
Oct. 25. 

On Wednesday, the 
female suspect alleged-
ly stole over $1,000.00 
worth of merchandise 
from an unidentified 

business in Ridgeland. 
Anyone with any 

information regarding 
the identity of this sus-
pect or anyone with a 
similar case is asked to 
contact Boyd at (601) 
856-2121 or email 
erin.boyd@ridge-
landms.org.

Alleged shoplifter’s identity sought
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIOVEN TO 
THOSE PARTIES IN INTERST that there 
will be a Public Hearing on Tuesday, No-
vember 28, 2023 at 6:00 PM before the 
Gluckstadt Planning and Zoning Com-
mission, at the Glkuckstadt City Hall, 343 
Distribution Drive, Gluckstadt, MS 39110, 
for the purpose of Conditional Use for 
Public/Qua si-Public Facilities for the in-
stallation of a Cell Tower. 

Madison County Tax Parcel No. 082I-29-
01 0/01.00. 

Address:  130 American Way 

The Public Hearing in relation thereto 
shall provide parties in interest and citi-
zens opportunity to be heard.  A copy of 
the Conditional Use application is avail-
able at at the Gluckstadt City Hall for in-
spection. 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BURTIE HOWELL PEDEN, DECEASED
CAUSE NO. 23-959 (B)
PATRICIA ANN WALTER, EXECUTRIX

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary having been grant-
ed on the 23rd day of October 2023, by 
the Chancery Court of Madison County, 
notice is hereby given to all persons hav-
ing claims against said estate to present 
the same to the Clerk of this Court for 
Probate and registration according to 

publication of this notice or they will be 
forever barred pursuant to Miss. Code. 
Ann 91-7-151.

This the 27th day of October 2023.

/s/ Patricia Ann Walter, Executrix

Prepared by: Jeff Arnold (MSB# 104335)
Attorney for the Executrix
Arnold Law Firm, LLC
306 Maxey Drive, Suite B,
Brandon, MS 39042
Ph:601-213 -7581
Fax: 601-453-4882

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RANDY LEE KNOUSE, DECEASED                                                                
NO. 21-cv-00559

S U M M O N S
(By Publication)

TO: ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS, EXECU-
TORS, ADMINISTRA TORS, DEVISEES, 
LEGATEES and BENEFICIAR IES of 
Randy Lee Knouse, and any and all 
other persons claiming or having a le-
gal or equitable interest in the Estate 
of Randy Lee Knouse, Deceased, all of 

or whereabouts are unknown after dil-
igent search and inquiry to ascertain 
same.

You have been made respondents to a 
-

uel Knouse, Administra tor of the Estate of 
Randy Lee Knouse, Deceased, seeking a 
determinat ion of the rightful heirs-at-law 

Knouse, deceased, who departed his life 

residence in Madison County, Ridgeland, 
Mississippi. You are summoned to ap-

a.m., on the 4th day of December, 2023, 
in the courtroom of the Chancery Court 
at the Madison County Chancery/A dmin-
istrative Building in Canton, Mississippi, 
before the Honorable Cynthia Brewer, 
and in case of your failure to appear 
and defend, a judgment will be entered 
against you for the money or other things 
demanded in the Petition.

other pleading, but you may do so if you 
desire.
ISSUED under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the 27th day of October, 2023.

CHANCERY CLERK OF MADISON 
COUNTY

By:      /s/ Kelsey Rodriguez
(SEAL)

Alec Rawlings, MSB #105976
Rawlings & MacInnis, P.A.

Madison, Mississippi 39130-1789
Telephone No. (601) 898-1180

ADVERTISEM ENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE is hereby given that the Madi-
son County Economic Development Au-
thority, Canton, Mississippi will receive 
written sealed bids until the hour of 1:30 

Wednesday, 
December 6, 2023 
Madison County Economic Development 
Authority, 135 Mississippi Parkway, Can-
ton, Mississippi 39046, for the furnishing 
of all labor and materials and for the con-
struction of that certain project designat-
ed as “MADISON COUNTY MEGA SITE 
CLEARING AND GRUBBING PACK-
AGE”

-
way, Canton, Mississippi 39046.
Bids are for clearing, grubbing, burning, 
silt fence, rock checks, minor grading 
and drainage and related matters. The 
project consists of clearing and grubbing 
of approximat ely 150 acres, SWPPP 
measures, storm drainage and related 
improvemen ts.

The total  Contract Time will be 120   con-
secutive calendar days and the liquidated 
damages will be $150.00 per consecutive 
calendar day thereafter.
A mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be 

-
sissippi Parkway, Canton, Mississippi 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023 .
Bid security in the form of a bid bond, 

amount equal to 5% of the bid shall be 
furnished by each bidder as required by 
the contract documents.

-
sissippi laws and shall hold current Certif-
icates of Responsibi lity as issued by law.

ions, together with contract documents, 

Civil, LLC, 276 Nissan Parkway, Building 
B Suite 300, Canton, Mississippi 39046, 

Wages Civil, LLC, 276 Nissan Parkway, 
Building B Suite 300, Canton, Mississip-
pi 39046 ; Telephone No. 601-499-1723 
upon payment of $150.00 for each set, 

none of which is refundable.

Award will be made to the lowest and 
best bidder and MCEDA reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any and all informalit ies.

Madison County Economic Develop-
ment Authority BY: Joseph P. Deason, 
Executive Director

PUBLISH DATES:  November 2, 2023              
& November 9, 2023

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DIVERT 
OR WITHDRAW FOR BENEFICIAL USE 
THE PUBLIC WATERS OF THE STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI

Notice is hereby given that on the 22 ND 
day of August 2023, Cameron Land and 
Timber, LLC, 118 One Madison Place, 

-
plication No. MS-GW-17727 for a permit 
to divert or withdraw the public waters of 

of Madison, for Irrigation – Wildlife Man-
agement purposes, subject to existing 
rights, the following amount of water at 
the indicated location:

PERMIT #
VOLUME
RATE
LOCATION
MS-GW-17727
300 AF/YR
1200 GPM
NW SW S35 T10N R01E

-
ration, deeming that the granting of the 
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above application will be truly detrimen-
tal to their rights to utilize the waters of 
said source, may protest in writing to the 
Permit Board of the State of Mississip-
pi, ATTN: Chris Hawkins, PO Box 2309, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39225, setting forth 
all reasons why said application should 
not be approved. Letters of protest must 
be received within ten (10) days of this 
publication. If not protested, a permit will 
be issued on or after ten (10) days follow-
ing publication date.

If protested, the application will be taken 
for considerat ion by the Permit Board of 

515 East Amite Street, Jackson, Missis-
sippi, on or after, Tuesday, the 12 TH day 
of December 2023 , at which time all 
interested persons may appear and be 
heard by the Permit Board.

OFFICE OF LAND AND WATER RE-
SOURCES
Chris Hawkins, P.E.

-
pliance Division

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THOSE 
PARTIS IN INTEREST that there will be 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 
28, 2023 at 6:00 PM before the Gluck-
stadt Planning and Zoning Commission, 
at the Gluckstadt City Hall, 343 Distribu-
tion Drive, Gluckstadt MS 39110 for the 
purpose of Public/Qua si-Public Facilities 
for the following parcel(s)
082E-15-00 1/01.02. 

The Public Hearing in relation thereto 
shall provide parties in interest, and 
citizens an opportunity to be heard .  A 
copy of the Conditional Use application 
is available at City Hall for inspection by 
the public.  

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF
J.W. Richardson
CIVIL ACTION NO 2023-942-W
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
J.W. Richardson, deceased, having on 
the 18 th day of October, 2023, been 
granted to the undersigned by the Chan-
cery Court of Madison County, Mississip-
pi, in Cause Number 2023-942-W, notice 
is hereby given to all persons having 
claims against said estate to have the 
same probated and registered by the 
Clerk of said Court within ninety (90) 

or the same will be forever barred.
Dated this the 31 st day of October, 2023.
/s/ Jerry W. Richardson, Jr.
Jerry W. Richardson, Jr., Executor
BENTLEY E. CONNER
Attorney at Law
164 East Center Street

Canton, Mississippi 39046
(601) 859-6306

Bar No. 6465
bentleyeco nner@gmail.com

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION
OF THE MINOR CHILD, G.W.F.
JOSEPH FORD RIGNEY AND
SUMMER SMITH RIGNEY
PETITIONERS
VS.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 23-1114 (W)

UNKNOWN PUTATIVE FATHER AND

C.                                                RESPON-
DENTS

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO:      ANY UNKNOWN PUTATIVE FA-
THER

You have been made a Respondent 

Ford Rigney and Summer Smith Rigney 
for the termination of parental rights and 
adoption of the minor child born August 
19, 2023.
You are summoned to appear and defend 

against you in this action before the Hon-
orable James Walker, Chancellor, at 9:00 
a.m. on the 2 nd day of January, 2024, 
in the Madison County Chancery Court-
house in Canton, Mississippi, and in case 
of your failure to appear and defend a 
judgment will be entered against you for 
the money or other things demanded in 
the complaint or petition.

other pleading, but you may do so if you 
desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal 
of said Court, this the            day of                       

__ , 2023.
RONNY LOTT
MADISON COUNTY CHANCERY 
CLERK
P.O. BOX 404
CANTON, MS 39046

BY:
MONTI CALDWELL BISHOP
104 OFFICE PARK DR., SUITE C
BRANDON, MS 39042
(601) 948-1068
EMAIL: monbish@ms n.com

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THOSE 
PARTIES IN INTEREST that there will be 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 
28, 2023 at 6:00 PM before the Gluck-
stadt Planniing and Zoning Commission, 
at the Gluckstadt City Hall, 343 Distribu-
tion Drive, Gluckstadt, MS 39110, for the 
purpose of Conditional Use for Heavy 
Equipment Sales and Service for the fol-
lowing address: 
608 Church Road, Gluckstadt, MS, 
39110.

The Public Hearing in relation thereto 
shall provide parties  in interest and cit-
izens an opportunity to be heard.  A coy 
of the Conditional Use application shall 
be available at City Hall for inspection by 
the public. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THOSE 
PARTIES IN INTEREST that there will be 
a Public Hearing o Tuesday, November 
28, 2023 at 6:00 PM before the Gluck-
stadt Planning and Zoning Commission, 
at the Gluckstadt City Hall, 343 Distribu-
tion Drive, Gluckstadt, MS 39110, for the 
purpose of Dimensional Variance for re-
duction in the number of parking spaces 
and a height variance for the building.  

Madison Co Tax Parcel No. 082H-28-00 
2/14.00. 

207 Dees Drive, Gluckstadt MS 39110

The Public Hearing in relation thereto 
shall provide parties in interest and citi-
zens an opportunity to be heard.  A Copy 
of the Dimensional Variance Application 
shall be available at the Gluckstadt City 
Hall for inspection by the public. 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF JIMMIE LEE HARDEN, DECEASED
NO.23-597(B)
HELEN HARDEN BROWN, EXECUTRIX

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF
THE ESTATE OF JIMMIE LEE HARDEN, 
DECEASED

Letters Testamentary having been grant-
ed on the 30th day of October, 2023, by 
the Chancery Court of Madison County, 
Mississippi to the undersigned Helen 
Harden Brown, on the Estate of Jimmie 
Lee Harden, deceased, notice is here-
by given to all persons having claims 
against said estate to present the same 
to the Clerk of said Court for probate and 
registration according to law within ninety 

-
cation of this Notice to Creditors, or they 
will be forever barred.
WITNESS THE SIGNATURE of the un-
dersigned Executrix on this, the 30th day 
of October, 2023.

/s/HELEN HARDEN BROWN
Executrix of the Estate of

Jimmie Lee Harden, Deceased

OF COUNSEL:

Public 
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Janessa E. Blackmon
BLACKMON CARR, LLC
215 Katherine Drive
Flowood, MS 39232
601-933-0370 Telephone
601-933-0374 Facsimile
PUBLISH:                                              

To Cheryl Smith: You are summoned to 
appear before the Mississippi Board of 
Nursing on December 5, 2023, at 8:30 
a.m. to answer charges brought against 
you. The hearing will be held in the hear-

Board of Nursing, which is located at 713 
S. Pear Orchard Road, Ste. 300, Ridge-
land, Mississippi. Failure to appear may 
result in the revocation of your nursing 
license.

Signed:             Phyllis Johnson
Executive Director, MS Board of Nursing

To Viktoria Martinez: You are summoned 
to appear before the Mississippi Board of 
Nursing on December 6, 2023, at 8:30 
a.m. to answer charges brought against 
you. The hearing will be held in the hear-

Board of Nursing, which is located at 713 
S. Pear Orchard Road, Ste. 300, Ridge-
land, Mississippi. Failure to appear may 
result in the revocation of your nursing 
license.

Signed:             Phyllis Johnson
Executive Director, MS Board of Nursing

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
RANDY LEE KNOUSE, DECEASED                                                         
NO. 21-cv-00559

S U M M O N S
(By Publication)

TO:     ANY AND ALL PERSONS HAV-
ING CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE 
OF RANDY LEE KNOUSE, DECEASED

You have been made respondents to 

Samuel Knouse, the duly appointed Ad-
ministra tor of the Estate of Randy Lee 
Knouse, Deceased, seeking to declare 
the above-refe renced Estate insolvent. 
Defendants other than you in this action 
are Barclays Bank Delaware, New Equip-
ment Leasing, Inc., Bancorpsouth Bank, 
Kelli Luckett Nelson, BankPlus, Bailey 
Lumber & Supply Co. d/b/a Frierson 
Bailey, American Express National Bank, 
and AscensionP oint Recovery Services, 

you may have against the Estate with 
the Madison County Chancery Clerk on 
or before December 4, 2023. All claims 
not required by law to be probated and 

on or before December 4, 2023. You are 
further summoned to appear and defend 

4th day of December, 2023, in the court-
room of the Chancery Court at the Mad-
ison County Chancery/A dministrative 
Building in Canton, Mississippi, where all 
claims will be taken up for examination 
and adjudication by the Court and funds 
distributed to the creditors on a pro-ra-
ta basis after payment of administra tion 
costs and other preference payments. In 
case of your failure to appear and defend, 
a judgment will be entered against you 
for the money or other things demanded 
in the Petition. All creditors may attend.

other pleading, but you may do so if you 
desire.
ISSUED under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the 27th day of October, 2023.

CHANCERY CLERK OF MADISON 
COUNTY

By: /s/ Kelsey Rodriguez
(SEAL)

Alec K. Rawlings, MSB #105976
Rawlings & MacInnis, P.A.

Madison, Mississippi 39130-1789
Telephone No. (601) 898-1180

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF MADISON

OF SALE
WHEREAS, on or about July 31, 2013, 
Livingston Township Fund One, LLC 
executed that certain Deed of Trust to 
Stephen Van Sickle, Trustee, in favor of 

record on July 31, 2013, at Instrument 
710185, in Book 2983 at Page 488, in 

Madison County, Mississippi, (the “Deed 
of Trust”); and
WHEREAS, on July 11, 2018, Bank of 
Montgomery changed its name to BOM 
Bank (“BOM Bank”); and
WHEREAS, on November 10, 2022, 
BOM Bank executed a Partial Release 
as to a certain tract containing 0.055 
acres, more or less, as more particularly 
described in that certain Partial Release, 

-
ber 15, 2022, at Instrument 972261, 
in Book T-4278 at Page 310.00 , in 

County, Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, on September 6, 2023, BOM 
Bank appointed and substituted Jim F. 
Spencer, Jr. as Substituted Trustee in the 
place and stead of Stephen Van Sickle, 
the original trustee of the Deed of Trust, 
as was its right to do under the terms of 
said Deed of Trust, said Substitution of 
Trustee being recorded on September 
18, 2023 at Instrument 989601, in Book 
T-4370 at Page 832.00 , in the Chancery 

-
sippi; and
WHEREAS, default having been made in 
the terms and conditions of said Deed of 
Trust, and the entire debt secured having 
been declared due and payable in ac-
cordance with the terms of said Deed of 
Trust, and the legal holder of said indebt-
edne ss, BOM Bank, having requested 
the undersigned Substituted Trustee to 
execute the trust and sell said land and 
property in accordance with the terms of 
said Deed of Trust for the purpose of rais-
ing sums due thereunder together with 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jim F. Spencer, 
Jr., the undersigned Substituted Trustee, 
will sell during the legal hours (being be-
tween the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.) on the 6th day of November, 2023, 
at the south main front door of the Mad-
ison County Courthouse, 128 W. North 
Street, Canton, Mississippi, for cash to 
the highest and best bidder, the following 
described land and property located and 
being situated in Madison County, State 
of Mississippi and being more particularly 
described as follows, to-wit:
A parcel of land lying and situated in Sec-
tion 8, Township 8 North, Range 1 East, 
Madison County, Mississippi, more par-
ticularly described as follows:

Start at a cotton picker spindle designat-
ed as reference point #1 and run thence 
S 46 degrees 07 minutes 52 seconds E 
for a distance of 1189.02 feet to a cotton 
picker spindle designated as reference 
point #2; thence run S 31 degrees 42 
minutes 30 seconds E for a distance of 
283.57 feet to a cotton picker spindle 
designated as reference point #3; thence 
run S 24 degrees 48 minutes 41 seconds 
E for a distance of 809.02 feet to a con-
crete monument at the northeast plat cor-
ner of Chestnut Hill Part IA, a subdivision 
of which the map or plat is of record and 

of Madison County, Mississippi, said plat 
corner being the Point of Commence-
ment for the parcel herein described. 
From said Point of Commencement run 
along the westerly right-of-way of High-
way 463 per Federal Aid Secondary Proj-
ect #S-0516(4)A for the following calls: 
northweste rly along the arc of a curve to 
the right having a radius of 1195.92 feet, 
a delta angle of 14 degrees 31 minutes 
40 seconds, a chord bearing of N 31 de-
grees 37 minutes 37 seconds W, a chord 
length of 302.42 feet, and an arc length 
of 303.23 feet, for a distance of 303.23 
feet to a point; N 24 degrees 59 minutes 
50 seconds W for a distance of 504.18 
feet to a point; northweste rly along the 
arc of a curve to the left having a radi-
us of 1382.39 feet, a delta angle of 28 
degrees 49 minutes 49 seconds, a chord 
bearing of N 40 degrees 08 minutes 06 
seconds W, a chord length of 688.28 feet, 
and an arc length of 695.60 feet, for a 

Public 
Notices

distance of 695.60 feet to a point; N 53 
degrees 12 minutes 24 seconds W for a 
distance of 312.49 feet to a point; north-
weste rly along the arc of a curve to the 
right having a radius of 1195.92 feet, a 
delta angle of 19 degrees 51 minutes 
14 seconds, a chord bearing of N 43 de-
grees 06 minutes 20 seconds W, a chord 
length of 412.33 feet, and an arc length 
of 414.40 feet, for a distance of 414.40 
feet to an iron pin; thence run northweste 
rly, along the said westerly right-of-way 
of Highway 463 and the arc of a curve to 
the right having a radius of 1195.92 feet, 
a delta angle of 13 degrees 04 minutes 
06 seconds, a chord bearing of N 26 
degrees 38 minutes 40 seconds W, a 
chord length of 272.18 feet, and an arc 
length of 272.77 feet, for a distance of 
272.77 feet to a point; thence run N 56 
degrees 18 minutes 51 seconds W, along 
said westerly right-of-w ay, for a distance 
of 204.84 feet to an iron pin which is the 
Point of Beginning of the parcel herein 
described. From said Point of Beginning 
run thence S 46 degrees 14 minutes 15 
seconds W for a distance of 223.12 feet 
to a point; thence run S 43 degrees 45 
minutes 45 seconds E for a distance of 
92.80 feet to a point; thence run S 46 
degrees 14 minutes 15 seconds W for a 
distance of 115A4 feet to a point; thence 
run S 43 degrees 45 minutes 45 seconds 
E for a distance of 30.50 feet to a point; 
thence run S 46 degrees 14 minutes 15 
seconds W for a distance of 291.58 feet 
to an iron pin; thence run N 47 degrees 
32 minutes 00 seconds W for a distance 
of 165.46 feet to an iron pin; thence run S 
50 degrees 39 minutes 00 seconds W for 
a distance of 56.77 feet to a point; thence 
run N 43 degrees 45 minutes 45 seconds 
W for a distance of 116.40 feet to a point; 
thence run N 46 degrees 14 minutes 15 
seconds E for a distance of 240.00 feet 
to an iron pin; thence run S 43 degrees 
45 minutes 45 seconds E for a distance 
of 189.25 feet to a point; thence run N 46 
degrees 14 minutes 15 seconds E for a 
distance of 77.06 feet to a point; thence 
run N 43 degrees 45 minutes 45 seconds 
W for a distance of 189.58 feet to a point; 
thence run northweste rly along the arc 
of a curve to the right having a radius of 
81.00 feet, a delta angle of 50 degrees 
53 minutes 58 seconds, a chord bearing 
of N 18 degrees 18 minutes 46 seconds 
W, a chord length of 69.61 feet, and an 
arc length of 71.96 feet, for a distance of 
71.96 feet to a point; thence run N 13 de-
grees 59 minutes 44 seconds E for a dis-
tance of 35.18 feet to a point; thence run 
N 07 degrees 28 minutes 09 seconds E 
for a distance of 78.42 feet to an iron pin 
on the southerly right-of-way of Highway 
22 per Federal Aid Secondary Project 
#S-515-1(1); thence run easterly along 
said southerly right-of-way and the arc 
of a curve to the left having a radius of 
1195.92 feet, a delta angle of 16 degrees 
18 minutes 43 seconds, a chord bearing 
of N 89 degrees 41 minutes 22 seconds 
E, a chord length of 339.32 feet, and an 
arc length of 340.47 feet, for a distance 
of 340.47 feet to a point at the inter-
section of said southerly right-of-way of 
Highway 22 with the said westerly right-
of-way of Highway 463; thence run S 56 
degrees 18 minutes 51 seconds E, along 
said westerly right-of-w ay, for a distance 
of 61.73 feet to the Point of Beginning.

LESS AND EXCEPT

The following described tract or parcel of 
land being located and situated in MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, to-wit:

0.055 acres located in Section 8, Town-
ship 8 North Range 1 East, Madison 
County, Mississippi, and being further 
described as follows:

Commencing at a ½” iron rebar found 
marking the northwest corner of Lot 67, 
Chestnut Hill, Part 1D as referenced in 
Plat Cabinet “E” at slide 14IB and 142A, 

-
cery Clerk of Madison County at Canton, 
Mississippi and thence run North 31 de-
grees 45 minutes 07 seconds West for a 
distance of 1,745.07 feet to a ½” iron re-
bar set and also being the POINT OF BE-
GINNING of the tract herein described:

From the POINT OF BEGINNING, thence 
continue North 43 degrees 44 minutes 57 
seconds West for a distance of 92.80 feet 
to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run North 
46 degrees 15 minutes 03 seconds East 
for a distance of 25.82 feet to a ½” iron 
rebar set; thence run South 43 degrees 
44 minutes 57 seconds East for a dis-
tance of 92.80 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; 
thence run South 46 degrees 15 minutes 
03 seconds West for a distance of 25.82 
feet back to the POINT OF BEGINNING 
and being 0.055 acres, more or less

I will convey only such title as is vested in 
me as Substituted Trustee.
WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, this the 6th 
day of October, 2023.

/s/ Jim F. Spencer, Jr.
Jim F. Spencer, Jr., Substituted Trustee

Publication Dates:
10/12, 10/19, 10/26, and 11/02/2023

Jim F. Spencer, Jr. (MSB # 7736)
Watkins & Eager PLLC
P.O. Box 650
Jackson, MS 39205
(601) 965-1976

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF
PAUL BESSENBACH ER, DECEASED 
CAUSE NO. 45CH1:23-C V-00798

TIM ADAMS PETITIONER

SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: All Unknown Heirs 
Address Unknown

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT

THE PETITION WHICH IS ATTACHED 
TO THIS SUMMONS IS IMPORTANT 
AND YOU MUST TAKE IMMEDIATE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS.

You are summoned to appear and defend 
against the Petition for Determinat ion of 
Heirship at 8:45 a.m. on the 4th day of 
December, 2023, in the courtroom of the 
Madison County Chancery Courthouse 
in Canton, Mississippi, before Judge 
James C. Walker and in case of your fail-
ure to appear and defend a judgment will 
be entered against you for the money or 
other things demanded in the complaint 
or petition.

other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire.
Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court this the 16th, day of October, 2023. 

Ronny Lott
CHANCERY CLERK OF MADISON 
COUNTY, MS
By: Deputy Clerk

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF
PAUL BESSENBACH ER, DECEASED 
CAUSE NO. 45CH1:23-c v-00798

TIM ADAMS PETITIONER

SUMMONS

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF MADISON

TO ANY LAWFUL OFFICER OR OTH-
ER PERSON AUTHORIZED TO SERVE 
SUMMONS:

TO: UNKNOWN WRONGFUL DEATH 
BENEFICIAR IES OF PAUL BESSEN-
BACH ER.
You have been made a Defendant in the 

-
titioner, seeking a determinat ion of Paul 

action are: Tim Adams, widower of the 
decedent. 
You are required to mail or hand-deliver 
a copy of a written response to the Pe-
tition to Adam A. Bollaert, the attorney 
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address is P. O. Box 900, Jackson, MS 
39205-0900, and whose street address 
is 401 E. Capitol Street, Suite 415, Jack-
son, MS 39201.    
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED 
OR DELIVERED NOT LATER THAN 
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 26th DAY OF 
OCTOBER, 2023 WHICH IS THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS 
SUMMONS. IF YOUR RESPONSE IS 
NOT SO MAILED OR DELIVERED, A 
JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT WILL BE EN-
TERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE MON-
EY OR OTHER RELIEF DEMANDED IN 
THE COMPLAINT. 

-
sponse with the Clerk of this Court within 
a reasonable time afterward.

Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court this the 16th, day of October, 2023. 

Ronny Lott
CHANCERY CLERK OF MADISON 
COUNTY, MS

BY: Deputy Clerk

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
 
NAVIDAD IBARRA CAMPOS PLAIN-
TIFF
  v.  Cause no. 22-cv-1101
ALEJANDRO AMBRIZ CRUZ
MISSISSIPPI BOARD OF VITAL STA-
TISTICS DEFENDANTS
RULE 81 SUMMONS
NAVIDAD IBARRA CAMPOS
TO: ALEJANDRO AMBRIZ CRUZ
WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN
 
You have been made a Respondent in 

Navidad 
Ibarra Campos, Petitioner, petitioning 
for the custody of your children, a two (2) 

-
male, and an eleven (11) year old female.  
YOU ARE SUMMONED to appear and 
defend against said Complaint at 9:00 
AM on the 1st day of December 2023, 
in the courtroom of the Chancery Court 
of Madison County, at the Courthouse 
located at 146 W Center Street, Canton 
MS 39046 and in case of your failing to 
appear and defend, a judgment will be 
entered against you for the money or 
things demanded in the Complaint or 
Petition.

other pleadings, but you may do so if you 
so desire.
Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, on this the 20th day of Oc-
tober, 2023.
MADISON COUNTY CHANCERY 
CLERK, 
CANTON, MS
BY: KELSEY RODRIGUEZ, D.C.
(SEAL)

CASE NO 2023SC000303

KARL'S TRANSPORT INC
975  AMRON AVENUE
ANTIGO WI 54409
VS
ALVIN HARRIS
126 STAPLETON DRIVE
CANTON MS 39046

PLACE TO APPEAR/FILE AN ANSWER
APPEAR 11-7-23
8:30 A.M.
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
800 CLERMONT ST
ANTIGO WI 54409   
715 627 6215

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF
Harry Stewart Baldwin, Jr.                                           
CIVIL ACTION NO. 2023-1049-W
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Harry Stewart Baldwin, Jr., deceased, 
having on the 29 th day of September, 
2023, been granted to the undersigned 
by the Chancery Court of Madison Coun-
ty, Mississippi, in Cause Number 2023-
1049-W, notice is hereby given to all per-
sons having claims against said estate to 
have the same probated and registered 
by the Clerk of said Court within ninety 

-
cation, or the same will be forever barred.
Dated this 16 th day of October, 2023.
/s/ Sara Baldwin Albritton
Sara Baldwin Albritton, Executrix
BENTLEY E. CONNER

Attorney at Law
164 East Center Street

Canton, Mississippi 39046
(601) 859-6306
Bar No. 6465
bentleyeco nner@gmail.com

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARIA GRILLIS BOWMAN, DECEASED 
C AUSE NO. 23-1053B

Notice to Creditors

Letters Testamentary having been grant-
ed on the 5th day of October, 2023, by 
the Chancery Court of Madison County, 
Mississippi, to the undersigned Executor 
of the Estate of Maria Grillis Bowman, 
Deceased, notice is hereby given to all 
persons having claims against the Es-
tate to present the same to the Clerk of 
this Court for Probate and Registration 
according to law within ninety (90) days 

they will be forever barred.
This, the 23rd day of October, 2023.

/s/Michael Grillis
MICHAEL GRILLIS, Executor of the Es-
tate of Maria Grillis Bowman, Deceased
 
Prepared by:
s/ John S. Grant IV 
Grant Legal Group, PA
443 B Northpark Drive
P.O. Box 959
Ridgeland, MS 39158-0959
(601) 827-3031
john@grant legalgroup.com
Miss. Bar No. 103238

SUBSTITUTED TRUSTEE'S NOTICE 
OF SALE

WHEREAS, on November 5, 2021 Mary 
Ann Lyons and Samuel Dwight Lyons, 
executed a certain Deed of Trust to First 
Guaranty Title, Inc., Trustee for the bene-

which Deed of Trust was recorded in the 

County, Mississippi at Instrument no. 
943697 in Book 4129, Page 407; and,
WHEREAS, Liberty Consulting, LLC, the 
present owner of the indebtedness and 
holder of the above described Deed of 
Trust, appointed Jeff D. Rawlings in the 
place and stead of First Guaranty Ti-
tle, Inc. or any subsequently appointed 
substituted trustee, said Substitution of 

the Chancery Clerk of said County at In-
strument no. 970532 in Book 4268, Page 
366; and,
WHEREAS, default having been made in 
the terms and conditions of said Deed of 
Trust and the entire debt secured thereby 
having been declared to be due and pay-
able in accordance with the terms of said 
Deed of Trust, Liberty Consulting, LLC, 
the legal holder of said indebtedne ss, 
having requested the undersigned Sub-
stituted Trustee to execute the trust and 
sell said land and property in accordance 
with the terms of said Deed of Trust and 
for the purpose of raising the sums due 
thereunder, together with attorney's fees, 
trustee's fees and expenses of sale.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jeff D. Rawlings, 
Substituted Trustee in said Deed of Trust, 
will on the 17th day of November, 2023, 
offer for sale at public outcry and sell 
within legal hours (being between the 
hours of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.), at 
the Front Door of the Madison County 
Courthouse, 128 W. North Street, Canton, 
Mississippi to the highest and best bidder 
for cash the following described property 
situated in Madison County, State of Mis-
sissippi, to-wit:
Being situated in the Northeast 1/4 of 
Section 3, Township 8 North, Range 1 
West, Madison County, Mississippi and 
being more particularly described by 
metes and bounds as follows, to-wit:

Commence at an iron pin which marks 
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the intersection of the northern line of 
said Section 3 and the western right of 
way line of Cane Creek Road; thence 

of 553.95 feet along the said western 
right of way line; thence run 70.98 feet 
along the arc of a 2,057.15 foot radius 
curve to the right along the said western 
right of way line, said arc having a 70.98 

a distance of 401.50 feet along the said 
western right of way line to a 5/8” iron pin 
set on the said western right of way line 
of Cane Creek Road which marks the 
POINT OF BEGINNING for the parcel 
herein described; thence continue South 

feet along the said western right of way 
line to the mid-line of the said northeast 
1/4 of Section 3 marked by a 5/8” iron pin 
found; thence leave said western right of 

for a distance of 906.56 feet along the 
said mid-line; thence leave said mid-line 
of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 3 and run 

355.00 feet to a 5/8” iron pin set; thence 

834.80 feet to the POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, containing 6.4000 acres, more or 
less.

I WILL CONVEY only such title as is 
vested in me as Substituted Trustee.
WITNESS MY SIGNATURE, this the 
24th day of October, 2023.

/s/ Jeff D. Rawlings
Jeff D. Rawlings, Substituted Trustee for
Liberty Consulting, LLC

Dates of Publication: October 26, No-
vember 2, 9, 16, 2023

Jeff Rawlings
Rawlings & MacInnis
P.O. Box 1789
Madison, Ms. 39130
601-898-1180

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOHN L. ALLEGREZZA,  DECEASED                            
CIVIL ACTION NO. 23-1035B

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

CIVIL ACTION FILE NO: 23-1035B

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
JOHN L. ALLEGREZZA, DECEASED
Letters Testamentary having been grant-
ed on the 9th day of October, 2023, by 
the Chancery Court of Madison County, 
Mississippi, to the undersigned upon 
the estate of JOHN L. ALLEGREZZA, 
Deceased, notice is hereby given to all 
persons or parties having claims against 
said estate to present the same to the 
Clerk of said Court for probate and regis-
tration according to law within ninety (90) 

-
tion of this notice or they will be forever 
barred.
The 19th day of October, 2023.
s/ Sandra Allegrezza Bethea
SANDRA ALLEGREZZA BETHEA
Executrix of the Estate of
John L. Allegrezza, Deceased

THOMAS M. MILAM (MSB #3264)

P. O. Box 1247
Madison, Mississippi 39130-1247
Phone: (601) 853-1268

To Stephanie Washington: You are sum-
moned to appear before the Mississippi 
Board of Nursing on December 5, 2023, 
at 8:30 a.m. to answer charges brought 
against you. The hearing will be held 

Mississippi Board of Nursing, which is 
located at 713 S. Pear Orchard Road, 
Ste. 300, Ridgeland, Mississippi. Failure 
to appear may result in the revocation of 
your nursing license.

Signed:             Phyllis Johnson
Executive Director, MS Board of Nursing

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MARY ALICE JONES WILLIAMS                          
CAUSE NO. 23-744 B

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO:      All unknown heirs of Mary Alice 
Jones Williams.

You have been made a Defendant in the 
-

liams, administra tor of this estate, seek-
ing to establish the heirs of Mary Alice 
Jones Williams,
who died on May 7, 2023, in Madison 
County, Mississippi, whose last place of 

Road, Canton, Mississippi 39046. De-
fendants, other than Allyson Williams 
McCoy, are the unknown heirs of said 
Mary Alice Jones Williams.

You are summonsed to appear and de-

determine the unknown heirs of Mary 
Alice Jones Williams. Said hearing to 
be held at 9:00 a.m., on the 4 th day of 
December, 2023, in the courtroom of 
Chancellor Cynthia Brewer at the Mad-
ison County Chancery/A dministrative 
Complex in Canton, Mississippi, and in 
case of your failure to appear and de-
fend, a judgment will be entered against 
you which would determine that you are 
not an heir of Mary Alice Jones Williams.

to the petition but you may do so if you 
desire. The attorney for the petitioner 

John R. Reeves, P.C., 355 South State 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.

Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the 11 th day of October, 2023.

Ronny Lott, Chancery Clerk
P.O. Box 404
Canton, MS 39046
(SEAL)

By                                      D.C.

To William Needham: You are sum-
moned to appear before the Mississippi 
Board of Nursing on December 6, 2023, 
at 8:30 a.m. to answer charges brought 
against you. The hearing will be held 

Mississippi Board of Nursing, which is 
located at 713 S. Pear Orchard Road, 
Ste. 300, Ridgeland, Mississippi. Failure 
to appear may result in the revocation of 
your nursing license.

Signed:             Phyllis Johnson
Executive Director, MS Board of Nursing

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF MADI-
SON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
ESTATE OF WILLIAM MANGUM ADEN, 
M.D.,
DECEASED                   NO. 2023-1112W

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Letters Testamentary having been grant-
ed on the 20th day of October, 2023, by 
the Chancery Court of Madison County, 
Mississippi to the undersigned Executor 
of the ESTATE OF WILLIAM MANG-
UM ADEN, M.D., DECEASED, notice 
is hereby given to all persons having 
claims against said Estate to present 
the same to the Clerk of this Court for 
probate and registration according to 

publication of this Notice, or they will be 
forever barred.
This the 20th day of October, 2023.

Joy Tindall Aden, Executor of the Estate 
of William Mangum Aden, M.D., De-
ceased

Leonard C. Martin

BAKER, DONELSON, BEARMAN, 
CALDWELL & BERKOWITZ

Jackson, Mississippi 39236
Telephone: (601) 351-2400
State Bar #1897
ATTORNEY
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Paul directs us to Christ
Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

The famous golfer Jack Nicklaus said 
that at the beginning of each year he would 
get his coach to go over the fundamentals 
of the game. His coach would treat him as 
if he had never played. He explained how 
to hold a golf club, how to line up, the 
basics of the swing, and so on. Nicklaus 
said the repetition of the basics gave him 
the proper foundation to keep playing well. 

Some things need to be constantly said 
to us. Paul instructs Timothy in 2nd Timo-
thy 2:14 to “Remind them of these things.” 
Paul is referring to the basics of the Chris-
tian faith that he has just reminded Timothy 
of in the previous verses. The gospel is 
about the grace of God in Christ Jesus. 
How often we need to be strengthened by 
the simple truths of the gospel! 

It is faith to believe the gospel truth, 
which is “that Christ is able to save to the 
utmost all that come to him” (Hebrews 
7:25). As someone once said, sin doesn’t 
control the door to heaven: grace keeps the 
keys. Sin may object to my coming to God 
because I am undeserving, but none can 
object to Christ’s rich deserving. The 
gospel directs me to look away from my 
deserving to Christ and what he has done 
on my behalf. Salvation in Christ has eter-
nal glory (2nd Timothy 2:10). 

The grace that is in Christ is the founda-
tion of us walking as holy, godly servants 
of our Lord. No gospel precept is available 
without grace. Therefore, Paul directs Tim-
othy to warn Christians about arguments 
over words or the law and ungodly chatter 
(verses 14, 16-17). In his first epistle to 
Timothy, Paul warned Timothy away from 
those who had unhealthy cravings for con-
troversy and caused dissension in the 
church. 

It is grace that enables us to live by the 
Holy Spirit and be godly. We can under-
stand this by thinking of the warnings in 
this passage and others about the tongue or 
our speech. Our speech reveals to us what 
sinners we are. Yes, we all have made 
uncharitable remarks or indulged in godless 
chatter.  But God also sees the sin in our 
thoughts. I have never prayed a sinless 
prayer or performed a sinless good deed, 
according to that standard. 

Christ alone was sinless. He fulfilled all 

righteousness. He took upon Himself all 
the sins of my tongue and in my heart that 
deserved condemnation. What is it that I 
can find to boast about? It is in Christ 
alone. When I consider this, and believe it, 
it produces thanksgiving, humility, and 
love toward my Lord Jesus. Then I have 
strength to serve and honor Him, though I 
must struggle with sin all my days. 

Christians live by grace. We return to 
Christ this way again and again. Paul men-
tions two men who produced ungodliness 
by their teaching in verses 17-18 to warn 
us how easy it is for us to catch a bad spirit 
from false teaching, which will always fos-
ter pride in its hearers in some way or the 
other.  

The opposition and success of false 
teachers can disturb the church, so Paul 
reminds us in verse 19 that, “The Lord 
knows who are his,” and “Let everyone 
who names the name of the Lord depart 
from iniquity.” The Lord knows who truly 
has faith and do depart from the boasting 
that is endemic in the sinful souls of men.  

In verses 20-21, Paul describes a house 
with vessels of honorable use (gold, silver) 
and those of dishonorable use (wood, clay).  
He is speaking of the church. The wood 
and clay vessels need reformation or 
cleansing. The gold and silver vessels have 
been made fit for the temple of the Lord.  

We may oftentimes feel like wood and 
clay vessels. The imagery of being a gold 
vessel to honor the Lord helps us to “flee 
youthful passions” and “pursue righteous-
ness, faith, love, and peace” (verse 22). If 
we know the Lord, let us seek to honor the 
Lord. We are a work in progress, so we 
stumble and fall, but since we begin by 
grace, let us seek to be strengthened by the 
grace that is in Christ. 

We shouldn’t forget the warning in the 
passage. Of all fools, the conceited fool is 
the worst. A proud heart is not one who 
learns of Christ. Ungodliness does not pro-
ceed from the spring of Christ but from a 
root of bitterness. A man cannot be full of 
self-confidence and self-abasement togeth-
er. Paul directs us to Christ who dwells in 
us by faith. The growth of grace is the best 
evidence of the truth of it. 

CAREGIVERS/NURSES
ALL AGES • 2-24 HOURS A DAY

PCNURSING.COM 601.977.8484

Danny S. Prestel, DVM
601-859-2703

3114 South Liberty (Old Hwy 51 S), Canton

102 JACKSON, STREET
FLORA • MISSISSIPPI 39071

WWW.FBCFLORA.ORG

601.879.8022

Funeral Home, Cemetery, Crematory,
Mausoleum, Pet Columbarium,

Memorials & Cremation Benches

ALL IN ONE LOCATION

Stop by anytime for a tour!
Pre-Need Financing Available!

Locally Owned & Operated!

601-898-8565

P.O. Box 1310
11748 Hwy 35

Kosciusko, MS 39090
662.289.4111

P.O. Box 71
3434 N. Liberty St.
Canton, MS 39046

601.859.2031
culpepperfuneralhome.com

5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE & 24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE
Ridgeland • 601-856-0700
Lakeland • 601-939-9700

Richland • 601-664-9770
South • 601-372-0042

Gluckstadt • 601-499-1700

MORTGAGE
Licsense #46249

Mississippi Licenses Mortgage Company
7738A Old Canton Road, Madison, MS 3991

DAN D’AMICO Licsense #46776  |  VICKIE GRAVES Licenses #46774
P: 601.607.4730  |  F: 601.607.4727  | amsmort.com

Preserve the
Trees

Atlas Foundation Repair

Thru Greater Depths
601.853.8700

SuperTalk 97.3FM
Saturday • 10:00AM

Mississippi’s leading resource for office products
and business communications solutions.

5442 Executive Plaza
Jackson, MS 39206

Copier and Printing
Mailing and Shipping

601.362.9192
WWW.ABSMS.COM

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 corinthians 5:17 (esV)

“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a 

day may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (esV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (esV)

“Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 

— 1 corinthians 16:14 (esV)

“Commit your work to the 
Lord, 

and your plans will be  
established.” 

— Proverbs 16:3 (esV)

1536 East County Line Road • 601-956-1030
Thomas “Tico” Hoffman

112 BUSINESS PARK DR.  •  RIDGELAND, MS 39157
OFFICE: 601.977.9990  •  FAX: 601.977.8838

LARRY STACY  /  SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SPECIAL MILLWORK

230 Hwy 51 North
Ridgeland, MS 39157

601-206-8880
gotgear.com

BAPTIST 
BROADMOOR BAPTIST  
1531 Highland Colony Pkwy., Madison 
601-898-2345 
BUCK HORN BAPTIST  
2193 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Canton 859-7039  
CALVARY BAPTIST  
441 Washington St., Canton 859-7431  
CANTON BIBLE BAPTIST  
815 Dr Martin Luther King Dr. N. 
Canton 859-2003  
CENTER TERRACE BAPTIST  
605 E. Peace St., Canton , 859-4186  
CHURCH OF THE HIGHLANDS 
670 Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST Northpark 
Dr., Ridgeland 
COUNTY LINE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
109 Lula Baptist Church Rd. 
Flora 879-8404  
DAMASCUS BAPTIST  
3964 Hwy. 22, Flora 662-746-5938.  
FAIRVIEW MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1278 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 605-2090  
FARMHAVEN BAPTIST  
420 Pat Luckett, Canton 859-7238  
FEARNS CHAPEL   
FREEWILL BAPTIST  
Old Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3525  
FIRST BAPTIST  
3316 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-3172  
FIRST BAPTIST OF FLORA  
102 Jackson St., Flora 879-8022  
FIRST BAPTIST OF MADISON  
2100 Main St., Madison 856-6177  
FIRST BAPTIST OF RIDGELAND  
302 W. Jackson St., 856-8724  
FIRST STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
459 Third Ave., Canton 859-7911  
FRANKLIN BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22 W., Flora 879-3415  
GOOD HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1828 Cox Ferry Rd., Flora 879-3913  
GRACE CROSSING BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
598 Yandell Road, 601-427-0163 
GREATER RICHMOND  
GROVE BAPTIST  
Complex Rd., 856-2209  
GREATER ROSS CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-8778  
GREATER ST. MATTHEW   
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
3796 N. Liberty St., Canton 855-0240  
HARVEY CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST  
242 Ragsdale Rd., Canton 859-8811  
HIGHLAND COLONY BAPTIST  
Jay Richardson, Pastor 
1200 Highland Colony Pkwy. 856-4031  
HUMBLE JERUSALEM BAPTIST  
420 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-0654  
JONES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Pocahontas Rd., Flora 879-3447  

LIBERTY BAPTIST  
815 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-6407  
LIVINGSTON MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
Livingston Church Rd., Flora 879-3400  
MADISON COUNTY BAPTIST   
FAMILY LIFE CENTER  
349 N. Canal St., Canton 859-9132  
MAGNOLIA HEIGHTS BAPTIST  
206 Pine St., Flora 879-8122  
MARY GROVE BAPTIST  
Rankin Rd., Canton 859-5771  
MARY MAGDALENE BAPTIST  
1457 Loring Rd., Canton 859-2448  
MOUNT ABLE BAPTIST  
Hwy. 43 S., Canton 859-3511  
MOUNT LEVI BAPTIST  
1008 W. Fulton St., Canton 859-8720  
MOUNT PLEASANT BAPTIST  
Gluckstadt Rd., Madison 856-5862  
MOUNT ZION BAPTIST  
514 W. North St., Canton 859-2453  
MOUNT ZION COBBVILLE BAPTIST  
4206 Hwy. 51, Canton 859-5692  
MT. CENTER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
468 Robinson Springs Rd.  
Flora 879-3117  
MT. ELAM MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
306 Mt. Elam Rd., Flora 879-9094  
MT. HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
201 Patrick Rd., Canton 855-0052  
MT. LEVI BAPTIST  
Hwy. 22, Canton 859-8720  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1397 Way Rd., Canton 859-1133  
MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
111 Mt. Olive Church Rd.,   
Madison 853-3100  
MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
793 Pisgah Bottom Rd. 
Canton 859-4329  
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST  
101 James Ave., Canton 859-2829  
NEW BIRTH FELLOWSHIP  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
837 Old Agency Rd., Madison 856-5279  
NEW LIFE BAPTIST 
 385 N. Old Canton Rd. 
Madison 856-8722  
NEW TRUELIGHT BAPTIST  
363 John Day Rd., Canton 859-5237  
OLD RICE ROAD BAPTIST  
82 Old Rice Rd., Madison 853-7500  
OLD TRUELIGHT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
128 Summerlin Rd., Canton 859-3555  
PILGRIM REST BAPTIST  
239 Crawford St., Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
701 Hwy. 43, Canton 859-6716  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
852 Madison Ave. #A, Madison 856-2609  
PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST  
409 Main, Madison 856-2609  
PINE GROVE MISSIONARY 

BAPTIST  
249 Pine Grove Rd., Canton 855-2060  
PLEASANT GIFT MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST  
2055 Pleasant Gift Rd., Canton 859-3004  
PLEASANT GREEN BAPTIST  
3920 Hwy. 43 N., Canton 859-5186  
PLEASANT GROVE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2184 Hwy. 22, Canton 859-5101  
PRIESTLEY CHAPEL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
Virlilia Rd., Canton 859-8449  
RIDGECREST BAPTIST  
7469 Old Canton Rd., Madison 853-1090  
RIDLEY HILL  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1034 N. Livingston Rd.,  
Madison 853-1068  
RISING CHAPEL BAPTIST  
127 Rising Chapel Rd., Canton 859-4393  
ROCKY HILL BAPTIST  
390 County Barn Rd., Madison 856-0759  
SHADY GROVE BAPTIST  
168 Shady Grove Rd., Flora 879-3380  
SHARON COMMUNITY BAPTIST  
114 Church St., Canton 859-5656  
SIMMONS MEMORIAL BAPTIST  
118 Memorial Rd., Flora 879-8105 
SIMON HILL BAPTIST  
139 W. Ridgeland Ave., 853-2669  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
323 Livingston Vernon Rd. 
Flora 879-9110  
SMITH CHAPEL BAPTIST  
Hwy. 49 S., Flora 879-8185  
SOUTH LIBERTY BAPTIST  
531 S. Liberty St., Canton 859-1279  
SOUTHERN HILLS  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
1419 Hwy. 16 W., Canton 859-3523  
ST. JAMES MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
814 Old Yazoo City Rd. 
Canton 859-3001  
ST. PETER MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
2300 Stump Bridge Road 
Camden, MS 
STOKES CHAPEL BAPTIST  
902 Stokes Rd., Flora 879-3826  
TRACE RIDGE BAPTIST  
238 Lake Harbour Dr. 898-2003  
TWIN LAKES BAPTIST  
673 Lake Cavalier Rd. 
Madison 856-2305  
UNION HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  
4549 Hwy. 22, Flora 879-9060  
VICTORY BAPTIST  
420 Hoy Rd., Madison 856-4260  
WILSON GROVE BAPTIST  
Cox Ferry Rd. NE, Flora 879-8602  
WOODMAN HILL MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST 
 468 Kearney Park Rd., Flora 879-83470 

“With all humility and gentle-
ness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love.” 
— ephesians 4:2 (esV)



By ANDREA WRIGHT 
DILWORTH 
awdilworth@umc.edu 

  
For the first time, the 

School of Graduate Studies 
in the Health Sciences at the 
University of Mississippi 
Medical Center has honored 
two faculty members during 
its annual Research Day. 

Dr. Babbette LaMarca of 
Clinton, chair and professor 
of the Department of Phar-
macology and Toxicology, 
received the Distinguished 
Alumna Award. 

Dr. Erin Taylor of Madi-
son, assistant professor of 
physiology and biophysics, 
received the inaugural Early 
Career Achievement Award. 

“I feel very honored to 
receive the Early Career 
Achievement Award from the 
SGSHS,” Taylor said. “I’m 
fortunate to have trained with 
great mentors and professors 
here at UMMC who have 
helped me throughout my 
career.” 

The new award was creat-
ed because there was no 

mechanism in place to honor 
the achievements of young 
graduates, said Dr. Sydney 
Murphy, SGSHS dean. To 
qualify, alumni must be no 
more than five years beyond 
graduation or post-doctoral 
fellowship training. 

“Erin has been wildly suc-
cessful and has remained 
funded throughout her 
research career,” said Mur-
phy. “She’s not only a fantas-
tic researcher but also a great 
educator and mentor. She is 
also respected by our senior 
professors within her depart-
ment for her expertise and 
knowledge.” 

Taylor earned a PhD in 
microbiology and immunolo-
gy and completed her post-
doctoral training in physiolo-
gy at UMMC. 

The two honorees are 
“outstanding representatives 
for research,” said Dr. Caro-
line Compretta, assistant vice 
chancellor for research. 

Dr. Larry McDaniel, pro-
fessor of cell and molecular 
biology, said he has known 
LaMarca since she spent time 
in his lab as a student while 
he served on her dissertation 
committee. Well-funded 
throughout her career, she 
has authored more than 135 
peer-reviewed articles and 
mentored nearly 50 trainees. 

“She has had a meteoric 
rise through the ranks,” 
McDaniel said. 

During her keynote 
address, LaMarca, who 
earned a PhD in microbiolo-
gy and immunology in 2004 
and completed her postdoc-
toral training in physiology at 
UMMC, shared advice 
gained while matriculating 
through graduate school. 

“Three things I took away 
from my graduate training 
were, number one, always 
work hard,” she said. “Study 
mechanisms and look at how 
things happen and create 
good collaborations with peo-
ple who are experts in areas 
in which you are not and ask 
for their help.” 

In charting her journey 
from PhD student to depart-
ment chair, the distinguished 
alumna said she was not par-
ticularly interested in physi-
ology until a friend, Dr. Bar-
bara Alexander, now profes-
sor of physiology and bio-
physics, urged her to talk to 
Dr. Joey Granger, then pro-
fessor in the department. 

The deal was sealed after 
Granger asked about her fam-
ily – she and her husband had 
two young children at the 
time, wanting to add another 
soon – and proudly showed 
her pictures of his own three 
children and wife. 

“I thought to myself, ‘this 
is the environment I needed 
to continue my training in.’” 

In his lab, LaMarca said 
Granger surrounded her with 
experts, taught her how to 
create models of disease and 
allowed her to use her own 
expertise from molecular 
biology to develop tech-
niques and apply them to 
physiology. 

During those post-doctoral 
years, she learned a lot more 
than hypertension and physi-
ology. 

Most memorable, she said, 
was not to get caught up in 
negativity. 

“You’re not always going 
to win the award, your 
paper’s not always going to 
get accepted,” she told the 
audience of emerging 
researchers. “But don’t 
become absorbed with the 
negativity. Find the positive 
in what you do and where 
you are.” 

SGSHS students filled the 
Norman G. Nelson Student 
Union gymnasium with their 
poster presentations during 
the school's annual Research 
Day. Lindsay McMurtray/ 
UMMC Communications 

SGSHS students filled the 
Norman G. Nelson Student 
Union gymnasium with their 
poster presentations during 
the school's annual Research 
Day. 

Other nuggets she shared 
with the audience were to use 
previous training to create 
their own niche and think 
outside the box. 

LaMarca also implored 
students to create small cir-
cles of trust by selecting 
mentors they can confide in 
and learn from, and as they 
become mentors themselves, 
to widen that circle, provid-
ing an environment in which 
mentees can flourish. 

“Be happy for other peo-
ple in their success,” she 
added. “Don’t compare your 
trajectory to somebody else’s, 
because we are all different.” 

She also stressed the 
importance of prioritizing 
family and allowing staff to 
do the same. 

“Without my husband, I 
certainly wouldn’t be stand-
ing here today as a distin-
guished alumna. He played 
both mom and pop while I 
was in school. And I’m very 
thankful for that.” 

Her final words of wisdom 
were to enjoy their training. 

“That’s what academic 
medicine is all about. Right 
now, you’re the next genera-
tion, so wherever you are in 
your career, enjoy being 
there. Learn as much as you 
absolutely can from the won-
derful mentors we have here 
at UMMC,” LaMarca said. 

 
During the day-long event, 

Compretta told the room full 
of white-coated students and 
post-doctoral fellows, faculty 
and staff that they all con-
tribute to the success of the 
research mission, illustrating 
that fact through numbers. 

During the last fiscal year, 
UMMC researchers submit-
ted 350 proposals and 
received 311 awards. They 
have also activated 58 clini-
cal trials and authored 1,176 
publications. 

“At UMMC, we publish 
10 peer-reviewed articles for 
every $1 million of funding 
that we receive,” Compretta 
continued. “That’s an excel-
lent percentage when medical 
schools across the country 
only average five or six pub-
lications per $1 million. 

She told the students and 
fellows, who presented 74 
oral and poster presentations 
throughout the day, that they 
were “learning from mentors 
who are incredibly successful 
and have extensive track 
records for both getting their 
research funded and publish-
ing it for the wider scientific 
community. So, I hope you’re 
taking advantage of those 
opportunities to learn from 
such outstanding faculty 
mentors.”
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By GARY PETTUS 
gpettus@umc.edu 

  
In a few years, Gabrielle 

“Gabi” Morris will graduate 
from medical school, having 
arrived there, in a way, 
because of an Easter Sunday 
when she fainted in her 
mother’s arms. 

And having arrived there 
because of the doctor who 
bore her up when she was 
angry at the hand life had 
dealt them both: epilepsy. 

In the years following 
their encounters, the patient 
never forgot the physician 
whose compassion helped 
bring her into the fold of 
medicine, but never knew if 
she would see Dr. Brad 
Ingram of Madison again – 
until she did, at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical 
Center, the place where his 
star has risen and where she 
is reaching for hers. 

A first-year student in the 
UMMC School of Medicine, 
Morris, 22, was a young girl 
when she learned she had a 
disorder that can deaden the 
senses – but which also made 
her prospects come alive. 

“Without epilepsy, I 
wouldn’t have met Dr. 
Ingram,” she said, “I 
wouldn’t have realized that I 
wanted to be a doctor, and I 
wouldn’t be sharing my story 
with others.”   

The plot of her story 
advanced dramatically when 
she was 10, on a day that cel-
ebrates victory over the 
grave; it buried her hopes 
instead, or so she believed.  

She had just finished 
enjoying an Easter brunch 

with her family when her 
secret came out of hiding.  

“After helping clear the 
dishes, I felt as though I was 
going to faint,” she wrote in 
an essay years later. “The last 
thing I remember was look-
ing at my grandmother's face, 
unable to respond, while I 
seized in my mother’s arms.  

“I had never felt so help-
less in my life.” Afterward, 
she made her family promise 
to keep this a secret, telling 
only her teachers, in case she 
had an episode at school. 

Brought up in Jackson 
since she was 6, Morris had 
suffered seizures since she 
was 8 or 9. Only her younger 
sister, Sydney, who often 
slept in the same room with 
her, knew how bad they 
were. The first one had come 
in the middle of the night 
with her dad, who, believing 
she was just choking, patted 
her on the back. 

But they got worse. Bruis-
es and bumps and fleeting 
fears of demon possession 
disturbed her nights. Sydney 
would call to her parents for 
help, but by the time they 
reached Gabi upstairs, the 
seizures were over. 

During each one, she 
could see and hear everything 
around her, but had no com-
mand of her body. After 
falling out of bed, she would 
convulse on the floor. She 
couldn’t respond to ques-
tions. But she could hear her 
sister crying. 

After witnessing the East-
er attack, though, her parents 
took her to the emergency 
room at what is now Chil-
dren’s of Mississippi. They 

learned she had benign 
rolandic epilepsy. Her brief 
seizures were triggered by 
lack of sleep. 

She was diagnosed at an 
age when driving a car was 
no distant dream, when the 
rewards of adolescence, of 
freedom and control, were 
like gifts waiting under a 
tree. Now, her future prom-
ised a loss of control, a 
descent into embarrassment; 
people would laugh at her. 
That’s what epilepsy meant 
to her. 

Until she met Ingram. “I 
was diagnosed with epilepsy 
at 16,” said Ingram of Madi-
son, a professor of pediatrics-
neurology at UMMC. “I felt 
like my whole future had 
evaporated. 

“I was angry at God. 
Because there’s no one else 
to be angry with. You feel 
like your body can turn on 
you at any moment. And it 
takes so much from you.  

“You don’t get invited to 
sleepovers anymore. You 

can’t drive anymore. You 
can’t go swimming anymore. 
It’s one ‘can’t’ after another. 
Your world gets so small. But 
you don’t have to stay there.  

“In order to live your life 
with this, you have to process 
your emotions.” 

Which is what he helped 
young Gabi do. “The first 
time I met him, he could 
sense that I was on edge,” 
Morris said. “I was scared 
and wondered ‘why did God 
do this to me?’ 

“Dr. Ingram had also been 
angry at God. Whenever I 
visited him, we talked about 
this. He gave me peace and 
made me realize that this is 
just part of who you are. I 
wasn’t angry anymore. 

“I also realized that, even 
though he had epilepsy, he 
was a doctor and was suc-
cessful, and could use his 
own experiences to ease my 
mind. That was huge for me 
at that age. It sparked a drive 
in me.  

“In that moment, I said, ‘I 

want to do what he does.’” 
Over the course of a few 

years, the two saw each other 
maybe 90 minutes altogether 
– about 15 minutes each 
appointment. In little more 
time than it takes to drink a 
cup of coffee, a doctor’s visit 
can be eye-opening, Ingram 
said.  

“A patient will remember 
that 15 minutes the rest of 
their lives. I remember the 
doctor who diagnosed my 
particular type of epilepsy. 
She changed my life; she 
gave me hope that I could 
still do whatever I wanted to 
do.  

“I saw her one time, but I 
remember everything about 
her – and that was 1997.” 

It’s been some 20 years 
since Ingram’s last seizure. 
But he will be on medica-
tions for the rest of his life. 
“I’m fine with that,” he said. 
“It’s worth it to be able to 
drive and do the things I like 
to do.” 

Medications helped Morris 
too. “Dr. Ingram told me I 
could do anything I wanted 
as long as I stayed on them,” 
she said. And she did: soccer, 
basketball, volleyball, cross 
country. 

Epilepsy did not stop her; 
it motivated her, as it had 
motivated Ingram: to pursue 
the call they couldn’t resist. 

On Morris’ medical school 
orientation day in August, 
Ingram’s smile and words 
were still with her. Her 
seizures were not. 

By her early teens, the 
episodes had disappeared, but 
their influence endures. Mor-
ris shares her story publicly 

now and anticipates the day 
when she can help her 
patients meet their own strug-
gles – and prevail.  

But she did not foresee 
meeting Ingram again. 

“On orientation day, I 
heard that a ‘Dr. Ingram’ 
would be speaking to the 
M1s,” she said. “I wondered, 
‘is that him?’” 

Before his talk to the first-
year medical students, as 
Ingram recalls, “this radiant 
young woman comes up to 
me and says, ‘You don’t 
remember me.’ 

“But, whenever there’s an 
interesting diagnosis and 
intense conversations – those 
patients I will never forget,” 
he said. 

In fact, he remembered 
Morris’ entire family, espe-
cially her mom, who 
“reminded me of mine,” 
Ingram said. “Because of 
how worried for their child 
both had been.  

“I always looked forward 
to seeing Gabi’s family; they 
were formative for me.” As 
he had been for Morris. 

“At orientation,” she said, 
“I told him that, without him, 
I wouldn’t be here today.”  

Ingram believes Morris 
will be “an amazing physi-
cian, a rock star”– in a future 
he helped ignite. Which is 
perhaps another reason her 
words touched him so.  

“I have to admit, she 
wrecked me,” he said. “I was 
barely able to give my talk. 
What she said was such a gift 
and out of the blue and so 
kind.”

HEALTH

Dr. Brad Ingram of Madison and Gabrielle “Gabi” Morris

Med student’s life changed by epilepsy, and physician

Madison professor honored with Early Career Achievement Award

Dr. Erin Taylor of Madison and Dr. Babbette LaMarca
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Lt. Stephen Tucker with the Gluckstadt Police Department made a stop to provide safety 
tips in case of an emergency with Girl Scout Troop 4367 recently. Pictured, back row from 
left, are Lt. Tucker, Gracie Shaffer, Lanie Washington, Ella Burke Jones, Aubree Walker, 
Caleigha Thompson, Ann Lyles Gray, Addison Henrikson, Mary Elle Berry, Molly Grace 
Reiber (Front) Brantley Hamil, Aubri Devries, Laurel Hamil, Caylee Thompson, Briley 
Daniel, and Chancellor Caston.

Gluckstadt officer visits Girl Scouts

As part of the NSDAR Constitution Week Celebration, the Annandale Chapter, NSDAR 
donated an American Flag, which was flown at the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution Constitution Hall in Washington, DC, to Mayor Mary Hawkins-Butler 
and Madison the City to be flown at the new Madison County City Hall. Pictured from left 
are Lynn Holliday, Myra Cook Annandale Chapter Regent, Amy Michaud, Mayor Mary 
Hawking-Butler, Liz Covington, and Beth Herring.

NSDAR donates flag to Madison
Priestley Chapel Missionary Baptist Church in Canton received a grant from the Mississip-
pi State Department of Health to implement healthy activities for the congregation and the 
community. Priestley Chapel was one of fifty churches in Mississippi to receive funding 
from the Office of Health Equity. Pictured from left are Slyvester Jackson, Tiffany Jackson, 
Rochelle Thompson, Chariesse Bester, Sherlonda King, Romelle Britton, Katie Hamlin, 
Tona Powell, Doris Gilliam, and James Martin.

Canton church receives healthy living grant

Madison Central High School journalism staffs attended Mississippi Scholastic Press 
Association fall conference at the University of Southern Mississippi Thursday, October 
19. Pawprint yearbook staff won the following awards. Rachael Carpenter was the winner 
for the best student life spread in the state. The staff was the winner of best yearbook copy 
in the state as well as best yearbook cover design in the state. Rebecca Warren was a 
finalist for best feature spread. Angel Kaur and Izzy Goddard were finalists for sports writ-
ing/reporting. Staff members are pictured back row left to right: Michaela Edmonston, Lola 
Gates, Landry Gates, Angel Kaur, Lucy Hawk, Anna Edgar, Sarah Corley, and Evie Edgar; 
front row left to right are Isabel Welch, Lola Williams, Baleigh Adams, Rebecca Warren, 
and Rachael Carpenter.

Madison Central students attend conference

Annandale Chapter members went to the Jackson Veterans Home to play bingo and share 
cupcakes and snacks with our special veterans on Oct. 11, which is the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution’s National Day of Service. The DAR was founded 
on October 11, 1890 in Washington, D.C. during a time that was marked by a revival in 
patriotism and an interest in the beginnings of the United States of America, therefore the 
date for our National Day of Service! There’s nothing better than having a fun time and 
being of service to those who served our country! Pictured from left are Debbie Cannon, 
Margaret Collier, Tayla Davis and Yasma Clark with the VA Nursing Home, Beth Herring, 
and Amy Michaud.

NSDAR participates in Day of Service

Madison Central High School is proud to announce its recipients of the National African 
American Recognition Award (NAARA) for the 2023-2024 school year. Front row left to 
right are Nyla Wilson, Carrington Burke, and Nyja Wilson. Back row left to right are 
Jonathon Nondo, Ahmed Sall, and Umar Qureshi. This award is given for the student’s 
strong academic performance in the classroom and on College Board assessments like 
the PSAT and Advanced Placement exams.  

Students receive NAARA Award
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